
ANNUAL REPORT
2015 - 2016



MESSAGE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION

The Australian Sports Commission (ASC) congratulates our National Sporting 
Organisations (NSOs) on their achievements this year. In particular, we 
congratulate all of our athletes who represented Australia in the Rio Olympic and 
Paralympic Games. You did so with great distinction. The country is proud of your 
commitment and dedication, and the manner in which you conducted yourself 
throughout the campaigns.  

In the aftermath of the Games, the Board of the ASC has re-committed to the 
core principles of Australia’s Winning Edge, the ASC’s ten year plan for high 
performance sport introduced in 2012. The four key principles are: high aspirations 
for achievement; evidence-based funding decisions; sports owning their own 
high performance programs; and a strong emphasis on improved leadership and 
governance. 

We are confident these principles serve the long term interests of sporting sector. We will also use the experience 
of the last four years to seek to improve implementation of Winning Edge in ways that will benefit the sector. 

The ASC is equally committed to increasing community participation in sport, particularly amongst our children 
and youth. We have been pleased this year to see our flagship participation program Sporting Schools reach over 
4,300 schools in partnership with NSOs. 

Innovations by the ASC this year included the release of our Integrity Guidelines for Directors and Leaders of 
Sporting Organisations, which provides directors with comprehensive and practical guidance for the first time on 
anti-doping, sport science and medicine, illicit drugs, match-fixing, child protection and member protection – vital 
issues for maintaining trust and respect in the sporting sector. 

We also staged our inaugural Athlete and Coaches Forum, giving Australia’s elite athletes and coaches the 
opportunity to share their experiences and enhance their leadership capabilities. And we were delighted to see 
fruits of our efforts to improve female opportunity in sports, with improved elite and participation opportunities 
in women’s sport, better media exposure, some outstanding new commercial deals, and an increase in female 
representation at NSO board level from 27 per cent to a 39 per cent across the top 23 NSOs.

Looking ahead, ASC priorities include: 

 • further institutional and governance reform in sport, with an emphasis on increased national   
  integration and alignment 
 • increased funding for sport, including new non-government sources of funding
 • further embedding sport in schools’ educational programs 
 • improved national coordination of sports infrastructure spending, and 
 • Improved use of data and technology in sports. 

Reforms like this are often hard to achieve but have profound long term benefits. The evermore competitive 
environment in world sport on display in Rio highlights the critical importance of further reform if Australia is to 
maintain its proud reputation and traditions as a sporting nation.

It is appropriate to use this opportunity to recognise and thank the efforts of the ASC’s outgoing CEO Simon 
Hollingsworth, who has led the Commission very capably and with considerable effect for the past five years. 

The ASC thanks all of our sector partners for your effort and contribution to Australian sport. We look forward to 
continued success and progress together.

JOHN WYLIE
CHAIR, AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION



Australian Sailing is committed to advance the sport of sailing in Australian and international 
communities in all its forms, and across all levels of participation. By providing leadership to the Clubs 
and Classes, through the provision of relevant services and support and in the development of high 
performance practices, we are committed to building the capability and capacity of sailing to be a 
successful and leading sport in Australia.

This undertaking has been distilled to a single statement of intent, built on three principles that define 
expectation and enunciated by a set of behaviours which are expected of all that hold office, work and 
volunteer at Australian Sailing.

Our Purpose   “Advance Sailing”

Our Principles “Leadership, Relevance and Excellence”

Our Behaviours  “The Way we do things at Australian Sailing”

 • Value, engage with, and are visible to, all our Clubs, Class Associations and the sailing   
  community.
 • Deliver solutions.
 • Take responsibility and follow through to the end.
 • Seek and give feedback to continually improve what we do.
 • Positively influence others to achieve our collective aims.
 • Care and support one another and recognise our achievements
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OFFICE HOLDERS

Board of Directors 

Matt Allen  President
Sarah Kenny  Vice-President
Daniel Belcher
Rosemary Collins
David Gotze 
Doug Kerr
Garry Langford
Jennifer McLean

Matt Carroll AM Chief Executive Officer 

Members 

Yachting ACT 
Yachting New South Wales 
Yachting Northern Territory 
Yachting Queensland 
Yachting South Australia 
Yachting Tasmania 
Yachting Victoria
Yachting Western Australia 

Life Members 

1971     Lloyd Burgess
1978     John Crosbie
1978     John Shaw
1978     Ron Tough MBE
1981     Tony Muston
1990     John Parrington
1995     David Don
2003     Bruce Dickson AM
2003     Dr Don Nickels

World Sailing Council Member    David Tillett AM
Oceania Sailing Federation Vice-President  Karyn Gojnich

Australian Sailing is responsible for over 360 affiliated Clubs, approximately 73,000 registered Club 
members and more than 290 affiliated National and State Class Associations.  

We are one of over 90 National Sporting Organisations (NSO’s) recognised by the Australian Sports 
Commission (ASC). Australian Sailing and the Australian Sailing Team are strongly supported by the 
Australian Government through the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS). 



The past 12 months has been an incredible time of change and 
certainly the most significant year for sailing administration in 
Australia’s history. From the transition from an Incorporated 
Association to a Company Limited by Guarantee in 2015, name 
change from Yachting Australia to Australian Sailing in May 
2016 and extensive consultation and finalisation of the One 
Sailing project, we are now an integrated national administration 
responsible to our Members and Clubs for the success of sailing in 
Australia. These ground-breaking reforms for One Sailing, with the 
agreements of all States and Territories, allows us to create stronger 
relationships across the country and bring closer relationships with 
Clubs and work towards a sustainable future for our sport. 

My thanks to the Presidents of the State Associations who, in 
consultation with their Boards and Clubs, have been fundamental 
to One Sailing. They have been considered in their approach and 
acted in the best interests of their Clubs, to collectively secure a 
strong future for sailing in Australia. I look forward to their ongoing support as we continue to make 
critical changes to build an integrated organisation.  

I also thank the Board of Australian Sailing, and in particular Vice-President Sarah Kenny, for their 
ongoing assistance, guidance and engagement over the past 12 months. Within the members of 
the Board, there are many years of experience and knowledge and they played a key role in the 
successful conclusion of the One Sailing chapter.  

I would like to make a special mention of the enormous contribution that David Gotze has made to the 
sport, especially during his time on the Board since 2008, including as President from 2011 to 2013.  
David will retire due to having served his maximum term in October 2016. His vision and guidance 
has been exemplary. 

On 6 November 2015, the first Annual General Meeting was held under the new constitution as 
a Company Limited by Guarantee, with all State and Territory Yachting Associations represented 
by their Presidents. The AGM confirmed the re-election of three Directors; President Matt Allen, 
Vice President Sarah Kenny and Director Garry Langford with Karyn Gojnich stepping down as an 
Appointed Director. The Australian Sailing Board re-elected myself as President and Sarah Kenny 
as Vice-President for another term, re-appointed Doug Kerr and Rosie Collins to the Board and 
appointed Jenni Maclean to the Board. Thank you to Karyn for her many years of contribution to the 
Board and welcome to Jenni. 

At a specially called General Meeting in May, Yachting Australia’s Member State & Territory 
Associations unanimously approved the change of the company’s name to Australian Sailing. The 
change of name embodies the most significant organisational reforms in the sport’s history which are 
in the final stages of delivery. Changing the name was not just a branding exercise but makes a clear 
statement of intent that the organisational reforms are about Sailing gearing itself to compete as a 
successful sport in Australia. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT cont.

Under the direction of Matt Carroll, Chief Executive Officer the Strategic Plan has now been finalised 
and approved by the Australian Sailing Board. 

There have also been changes internationally with ISAF changing its name to World Sailing in late 
2015. We are fortunate to have a number of Australian representatives on various World Sailing 
Committees. We will continue to ensure our place at the international body to achieve the best 
outcomes for sailing in Australia, as well as our colleagues in Oceania. 

Whilst Karyn Gojnich stepped down from the Australian Sailing Board, we were pleased to have her 
take on the role of Vice-President for Oceania Sailing Federation (OSAF) and she will be a great 
asset to the development of sailing in the Oceania region. Planning continues for the Youth Worlds 
in Auckland in December and the Pacific Mini Games in 2017, while representatives from Oceania 
members competed at the Rio Olympic and Paralympic Games.  

I attended the Rio Olympic Games in August and was incredibly proud of our sailors and team 
members, they are outstanding representatives of our sport, both on and off water. Congratulations to 
our medallists Tom Burton, Mathew Belcher & Will Ryan, Nathan Outteridge & Iain Jensen and Jason 
Waterhouse & Lisa Darmanin, as well as our debut Olympians Ashley Stoddart, Jake Lilley and Carrie 
Smith & Jaime Ryan on their performance. Our thanks also to Performance Director Peter Conde, 
team management and staff who prepared and assisted both teams in Rio, a challenging campaign 
but executed brilliantly. 

The following month, the Australian Paralympic Sailing Team delivered outstanding results with two 
Gold and one Silver in Rio. Congratulations on consecutive Gold medals to Daniel Fitzgibbon & 
Liesl Tesch, Gold to the Sonar crew of Colin Harrison, Jonathan Harris and Russell Boaden and an 
outstanding Silver medal for Matt Bugg in the 2.4mR.  We remain disappointed at the decision to 
remove Para-Sailing from the 2020 Tokyo Paralympic Games, and remain committed to work with 
World Sailing and other MNO’s to have sailing reinstated in 2024. 

Our thanks to the Australian Sports Commission, particularly Chairman John Wylie, who have 
provided financial and technical support to our Sailing Performance program, particularly in the 
past four years. Together we have achieved a great deal and are very proud of our performances in 
Rio.  We thank them for their ongoing contribution and their support of the Australian Sailing Team, 
Australian Sailing Squad and Australian Sailing Youth Team sailors. 

We also thank the Australian Sailing Patrons who have continued to support our athletes for many 
years. Anthony Bell was appointed Chairman of the Australian Sailing Patron’s Program, taking over 
from Marcus Blackmore earlier this year.  Our thanks to Marcus for his efforts at the head of this 
important initiative and to our Patrons for their ongoing involvement. 

Youth sailors have enjoyed success both at home and internationally with a number of outstanding 
performances across the year. Congratulations to the 2015 Australian Sailing Youth Team who 
finished the Youth Sailing World Championships in Malaysia with one Gold, two Silver and the Nations 
Trophy in December last year.  

At the Australian Sailing Awards in November, we celebrated sailing achievements and contribution 
in a wide range of categories and congratulations to all of the winners and finalists. I honoured Mike 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT cont.

Fletcher with the President’s Award for his outstanding contribution including his coaching of many 
Olympic, World and National Champions and his long engagement with our sport. It was also a very 
special occasion as Robert ‘Bob’ Oatley, along with long-time friend and fellow sailor Bill Buckle, were 
awarded the Lifetime Achievement Award. At Australian Sailing, we were saddened at the passing of 
Robert Oatley earlier this year, he was a great supporter of our organisation, the Australian Sailing 
Team and a wonderful ambassador for our sport. Our condolences to Valerie, Sandy, Ian and Ros, his 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren and extended family.

Personally I enjoyed heading back to Hamilton Island to compete in the newly-named Australian 
Yachting Championship (formerly IRC Australian Championship) in 2015 and 2016, with wonderful 
sailing conditions and a warm welcome from Glenn Bourke and the team at Hamilton Island.  
Locations for the next three Championships are Cruising Yacht Club of Australia (March 2017); 
Sandringham Yacht Club (January 2018) and Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania (January 2019).

Our ground-breaking work in Australian sports governance could not have been achieved without 
great leadership and teamwork.  I applaud the contribution of CEO Matt Carroll, who worked with me 
to lead this important initiative and achieved cohesion across the country.  With the change to the 
organisational structure, all staff are now employed by Australian Sailing and I thank them for their 
patience and willingness to embrace change. 

Australian Sailing leads all other Olympic Sports in terms of governance.  

We are grateful for the corporate support we receive, particularly from Hamilton Island, Nautica and 
Zhik, as well as all of our partners across Australian Sailing and Australian Sailing Team. 

Sailing works because of the great support received from individuals around the country who take on 
various roles locally, nationally and internationally. To all of the State and Club Committees and office 
bearers, we thank all of you for your ongoing contributions and efforts, as well as the volunteers who 
are the lifeblood of our sport. We need to encourage more people to give back to sailing, but to those 
who are committed and involved, thank you.

Our Club network is the core of sailing in Australia, thanks to our Clubs for hosting events, welcoming 
newcomers as well as members for on and off-water activities, teaching, training and educating. You 
are integral to the success of our sport. 

It has been most pleasing to see the growth in Club membership by more than 7% and in Tackers by 
57% during the year, assisted by the introduction of the ASC’s Sporting Schools’ initiative and our own 
Tackers Intro program. It is vital that we continue to grow our sport in future years. 

It has been a remarkable time for sailing and our focus on establishing the national administrative and 
governance platform for us to build the future. We agreed that Clubs are the focus of our activities 
and we will continue to work diligently to ensure we engage and assist, to collectively grow the sport 
of sailing. I look forward to your ongoing support as together, we continue to enjoy, compete and 
encourage others to Discover Sailing.

MATT ALLEN
PRESIDENT, AUSTRALIAN SAILING
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CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT

In my CEO report to the Australian Sailing Board in February, I wrote 
that 2016 was going to be one of the most important years ever 
for Sailing. The confluence of two major undertakings, critical to 
the sport, that required precision execution so as optimal success 
could be achieved. Delivery of One Sailing and participation at the 
Olympic Games. We have achieved both of these key objectives 
through a great team effort by Boards, Management, coaches and 
sailors. Now the challenge is to ensure that the opportunities the 
undertakings have created, are embraced and realised.

The One Sailing organisational reforms are the most important in 
sailing’s history and will have far reaching and lasting impact on the 
growth and sustainability of sailing in Australia. Importantly these 
reforms were initiated from within the sport, with the unanimous 
support of the Member Associations and the overwhelming support 
of the Clubs around Australia.

The key reform was the establishment of a new organisational structure with a single management 
team reporting to the Chief Executive Officer of Australian Sailing. The new structure has brought 
improved capability and capacity to the organisation so we can better manage the sport and deliver 
improved services and programs to the Clubs, Classes and sailing community. 

The structure consolidates functions best undertaken centrally; finance, technology, legal and general 
administration, while maximising the resources for the local delivery of services and support to the 
Clubs, Classes and sailing community. Regional Managers and their staff are supported with centrally 
provided services of marketing and communication, on-line services, official and volunteer training 
and specialised sailing services. This has freed up local staff to concentrate on working with the Clubs 
to develop the sport. In time this will lead to increased efficiency and job satisfaction. Staff are now 
part of a larger organisation with improved career opportunities.

My thanks to the Board for their support and confidence throughout the One Sailing project and to the 
Steering Committee and Transition Committee for their advice and assistance.

In combination, our achievements at both the Olympics and Paralympics were sailing’s best ever 
result.  Australia’s sailors brought home a total of seven medals - three Gold and four Silver from 
the two Games.  These results are testament to the program that Peter Conde and his coaches and 
team have in place to identify, grow and support sailing talent. The program has been developed and 
refined over several years now and we are seeing the results of meticulous and confident planning.
These results could not have been achieved without the support of the Australian Sports Commission 
through the significant financial and additional backing under the Winning Edge Program. This 
funding allowed our performance program to independently develop within the Australian Sports 
Commission’s framework to deliver the best results and outcomes for our sailors. 

Sports need to take responsibility for their programs and deliver on their performance targets, so 
having the Australian Sports Commission allow us to manage our program, in collaboration with the 
Australian Institute of Sport, is an ideal scenario for sailing. The Australian public rightly have high 
expectations of sports that receive significant government funding, so we must remain focused on 
achieving gold medal performance.



The Australian Sports Commission’s support of our participation programs, Sporting Schools and 
financial support of One Sailing, contributed greatly to our growth in numbers and the delivery of the 
One Sailing project in the time frame. Our thanks to the CEO Simon Hollingsworth and his staff for 
their support and our best wishes to Simon in his new role with the Victorian Government.

Late in 2015, Australian Sailing conducted the first complete national census of participation in sailing. 
Through the support of the Clubs and Class Associations, we were able to build a detailed picture 
of participation in sailing by State and Territory and down to regions. The census results revealed 
that participation in sailing activities is only partially reflected in the records of formal membership of 
Clubs.  The number of people involved in different forms of sailing, both on a regular and once‐off 
(or promotional) basis is considerably greater than previously reported. The count put sailings’ total 
participation base at 239,232.

The census work supported Sailing’s reclassification by the Australian Sports Commission to Category 
B, which should see additional funding for participation in the 2017/18 year.

Pleasingly, in the past year membership is up 7%; growth in Tackers continued being 57% up on 
last year driven by Sporting Schools and the Tackers Intro program, and around 15,000 participants 
undertook learn to sail courses. Supporting this growth, the Club Services division continued to 
transition more of our training courses onto our e-learning platform, making courses more accessible 
to our sailing community. The Club Coach course has been redeveloped and is currently being piloted 
and will be relaunched shortly as “Sailing Coach”. This work is important in building the capability of 
the clubs.

Later this year World Sailing will be holding their Congress and elections (every four years) and we 
have nominated David Tillett to the Board of World Sailing. As this Report goes to print, I am pleased 
to congratulate our Vice President Sarah Kenny on being elected to the World Sailing Council for the 
next four years. As in the past, representation at World Sailing is important and so we have nominated 
some well credentialed Australians to a number of the Committees. 

Australian Sailing expressed its disappointment to World Sailing at their new format for Sailing World 
Cup with no Southern Hemisphere venues scheduled for the next four years. This means that this 
year’s Sailing World Cup event in Melbourne will be the last after nine successful years and we are 
very appreciative of the Victorian Government for their investment in sailing over these years.

Financially the Company is reporting a deficit for the year of ($422,026). The deficit is brought about 
by the additional spend on the Performance program in an Olympic year, expenses related to One 
Sailing integration and the transfer of staff. We are able to recoup the additional Performance spend 
from the 2016/17 Grant. The effective transition of all MYA’s has been completed including the transfer 
of employees and any relevant cash, employee entitlements, deferred revenue and prepayments. 
Discussions continue with individual MYA’s on retained assets and their management. 

The first national budget for 2016/17 has been approved by the Board. A surplus is forecast for the 
year and management intends to undertake a full budget reforecast in December, given some of the 
intricacies in merging nine budgets into one.

Briefing meetings have been held with all State and Territory Governments on One Sailing so as to 
ensure continuity of support for sailing programs. All have accepted the changes are for the benefit of 
the sport and that the change is supported by the Clubs across the country.

10

CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER’S REPORT cont.



Our thanks to the hosts of our two signature events in 2016, Australian Yachting Championship by 
Hamilton Island and Australian Youth Championships by Woollahra Sailing Club. Both were well 
conducted and congratulations to the winners who are noted elsewhere in this Report.

Importantly, listed in the Report are the Partners of Australian Sailing and the Australian Sailing Team. 
Their financial and value-in-kind support was vital to our ability to deliver services to the Clubs and 
community and contributed greatly to our successes at the Olympics and Paralympics. This year we 
appointed Moore Sports to assist us in our sponsorship acquisition so as to be able to capitalise on 
the commercial opportunities that One Sailing has brought.

With this being an Olympic year, particular thanks to Australian Olympic Committee CEO Fiona de 
Jong and Chef de Mission Kitty Chiller and their team, and to Australian Paralympic Committee CEO 
Lynne Anderson and Kate McLoughlin Chef de Mission and their team. We greatly appreciate your 
excellent organisation of our participation in the Games and in looking after our sailors and support 
staff during both events. Our best wishes to Fiona de Jong who is leaving the AOC.

The sport continues to grow and prosper through the work of our many volunteers in Clubs, Classes, 
Sailability, Committees and in support of our talented sailors, the family and friends. On behalf of all at 
Australian Sailing - thank you!

Later in this Report there are separate sections on the new organisation and “Advance Sailing”, the 
new strategic plan, so I do not need to cover these in my report. What I would like to comment on is 
an important point I made during the One Sailing consultations, being the priority of managing the 
integration of our employees, as this group was where the One Sailing reforms would have the most 
immediate impact. Through careful planning and utilising a Human Resource consultant, by and large 
the process has gone well. Some staff have left and new people have joined. There is a genuine 
enthusiasm from management and staff to make the new organisation work, and while there are still a 
number of matters being worked on, I do believe we are on track.

We now have a broader management team with the capability and capacity to deliver. My thanks to 
them for their support and dedication. We are fortunate to have a group of people working across the 
county who care about sailing.

In closing, may I thank Matt Allen for his unstinting support and the Board for their guidance over the 
year. As I have said before, Australian Sailing has a very committed and knowledgeable Board and 
that shows in the results of the year.

Mid-year we changed our name to Australian Sailing. Often such changes are seen as tokenistic or 
simply a rebrand. In Australian Sailing’s case it wasn’t. The change was a statement of intent. Intent 
to embrace all types of sailing, from keelboat, multihull and dinghy, to windsurfing and kiteboarding. 
Intent to make the change and deliver on the promise of One Sailing.

The year 2016 has been a special year for Sailing – may it be just the beginning.

MATT CARROLL AM
CHIEF EXECUTIVE OFFICER, AUSTRALIAN SAILING
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Through the One Sailing process, organisational reform was identified as the key enabler to address 
significant performance issues and achieve major improvement opportunities. With One Sailing now in 
operation, the organisational reforms were commenced earlier this year and are summarised below.

▲ Structure 
 The new structure provides the leadership, capability and capacity required for unified decision  
 making on national strategy and direction. Under a single management team reporting to the  
 Board of Australian Sailing, the structure consolidates central functions, while maximising  
 the local delivery of services and support to the Clubs, Classes, sailors and broader sailing  
 community;

▲ Culture 
 A new culture is being shaped, based on trust and reciprocity so as to achieve a unity of   
 purpose within all sectors of Sailing, acting as one to achieve a competitive advantage;

▲ Performance 
 The bar is being set through systems to monitor and measure performance, ensuring available  
 resources are being utilised in an efficient and effective manner – who is doing what, where,  
 how and at what cost. Thereby providing the surety to the State and Territory Member   
 Association Boards that the services specified in the Implementation Agreements are being  
 delivered to their respective members.

▲ Financial Management 
 Central tracking and management of all revenues and expenses through a single national  
 budget with robust financial reporting and risk management is underway. This will support the  
 implementation of the initiatives and the national and local operational plans;

▲ Strategic Planning
 A planning and review process has been established that formally embraces State and  
 Territory Member Associations through the One Sailing Implementation Agreement and
 membership of the Strategic Advisory Committee. The Committee is chaired by the Australian  
 Sailing President with membership being the Presidents of State and Territory Member   
 Associations, Australian Sailing Board representatives and the Chief Executive Officer.

The organisational reforms brought together four key contributors to advance sailing being;

▲ Australian Sailing Board – Leadership 
 Overall responsibility for the administration, direction, promotion and sustainability of sailing  
 in Australia, acting in the best interest of the organisation as a whole. The Directors carry  
 out their existing responsibilities and the new responsibilities transferred to them from the  
 State and Territory Member Associations.

▲ State and Territory Member Association Boards – Collaboration
 Continue to be responsible to their member Clubs and Classes for;
  o Safeguarding the efficient delivery of quality services to their member Clubs by  
   Australian Sailing; 
  o Providing advice and representation on State/Territory priorities and issues;
  o Providing regular input into the development of national strategy and priorities;
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▲ Management Team – Execution  
 Under the Chief Executive Officer, Matt Carroll and senior management team, all staff are  
 now employed by Australian Sailing to take ownership of executing the strategies through  
 plans and systems to achieve the agreed outcomes. Management is focused on developing  
 critical core competencies required to build the capability and sustainability of Sailing;
 o Standardisation – consolidation of activities and the visibility of performance of   
  the activities, to ensure efficiencies;
 o Relevance and Flexibility – faster response to changes and increased flexibility   
  by improving ability to integrate new operations to exploit opportunities and remove  
  those no longer required, to deliver the greatest benefits;
 o People – establish best practise to recruit and retain a quality workforce, including  
  volunteers, matching skill sets to requirements and ensuring succession planning for  
  consistent delivery of services;
 o Performance – ensuring clarity over who is doing what, where, how and at what cost,  
  with systems that measure performance – set the bar;
 o Research and Analysis – collect information and unique data for analysis to guide  
  Sailing with quality of information a key requirement; seek new ideas and technologies.

▲ Clubs and Classes – Partners
 Contributing partners, working with Boards and Management, to develop and activate   
 programs and deliver services to the sailing community.

The new organisational structure is based on the relationships and partnerships within the sport. The 
structure takes into account the advancement of communication technology, to bring not only boards 
and management but the clubs and classes within the boundaries of the organisation. Not just as 
recipients of services but as contributors in the development of strategy and ideas. 

The chart below sets out the new structure at a high level. The four key contributors, working with the 
Board, Chief Executive and five functional areas. Each functional area with a clear focus on task and 
accountable to deliver the advancement of Sailing.



Club Services and Operations 

Dedicated Division focused on developing stronger relationships with Clubs and Classes across 
the country and delivering relevant services. Headed up by David Edwards as General Manager, 
leading a team of nation-wide Regional Managers and Club Services Officers responsible for the 
development of programs for participation, training, education, coaches and the online web platform. 
Also responsible for managing advocacy and other services for the clubs.

Commercial and Government 

Charged with significantly increasing revenue from commercial partners and Government through 
commercial properties for national and state based programs, events and services. This division 
is also developing a national events strategy to co-ordinate events; grow the existing Australian 
Sailing Team Patrons Program and develop a strategy to assist Clubs in developing their commercial 
programs. Steve Walker has been appointed as the General Manager, Commercial & Government.  

Sailing Services

Sailing Services are responsible for managing the activities that underpin the day to day operations 
of the sport of Sailing. Their responsibilities include; racing rules of sailing, special regulations, the 
National Officiating Program to educate and accredit all Race Officers, Judges, Measurers and 
Umpires, international rating systems, class affiliation and national committees, including Safety and 
Youth Advisory. Glen Stanaway heads this division.

Performance Division

The Performance team is responsible for all performance programs including the Australian Sailing 
Team, Squad and Youth Team, State sailing teams and squads and underpinning programs. The 
division is focused on delivering gold medal standards and ensuring Australian Sailing has a quality 
pathway for athletes and coaches well into the future. 
The division is headed by Peter Conde.  

Marketing and Communications

Provides a co-ordinated service with consistent strategy, cost effective systems and appropriate 
competencies for marketing strategy and delivery, communications (members, clubs & internal), digital 
channels – web site(s) social media and media management and promotions and special events such 
as Sailing Awards. The area is managed by Jane Gordon, Head of Marketing and Communications.

Finance and Corporate Services

Responsible for all the financial aspects of the organisation including budget control, accounts, payroll 
and facilitating financial reporting and audit. Services of compliance, reporting, governance, company 
policies, insurance, human resources, contract management, legal and risk management. Headed by 
Greg McFadden.
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“ADVANCE SAILING” – A NEW STRATEGY FOR AUSTRALIAN SAILING

In June 2016, the Australian Sailing Board signed off on the new strategic plan for Australian Sailing, 
Advance Sailing. This followed consultation with all States and Territories and utilising the extensive 
survey and workshop with Clubs that was undertaken in 2015. Importantly the Plan is for the whole of 
sailing right across the country, under which regional plans will be developed.

The strategy is based on the understanding that the strength, capacity and capital of sailing is 
held by the Clubs, who with the Class Associations, play a pivotal role in investment and growth of 
our sport. The Clubs, of varying sizes and make-up, operate fairly autonomously within a sailing 
network, conducting their own competitions and events, with some controlling substantial assets and 
generating significant revenue. Therefore the strategy has at its core;

▲ Strengthening and managing the network of Clubs and Classes, by building stronger  
 relationships to create opportunities for the sport to draw on the considerable collective   
 resources; and
▲ Developing Club capabilities and competencies to make them more effective and competitive. 

Delivering on these two Club-centric themes will build the sustainability of sailing as a whole and 
potentially bring in significantly increased revenue from external sources. Taking the Club-centric 
theme and the necessity to maintain sailing success at the Olympics, four strategic imperatives form 
the basis of the Plan;

1. Develop stronger relationships across the network of Clubs and Classes by providing   
 consistent and unified leadership – 

 Build capability and capacity;

2. Improve the development and efficient delivery of relevant services to Clubs, Classes and  
 sailing community – 

	 Significantly	improve	services	and	service	delivery;

3. Build on Australian Sailing’s success at the Olympics through stronger management of   
 underpinning programs and talent pathways in co-ordination with, and support of, Clubs and  
 Class Associations – 

 Maintain Olympic success;

4. Ensure the sport is placed to capitalise on opportunities that can bring in new revenue from  
 external sources – 

 Significantly	increase	revenue.

These strategic imperatives are to be achieved by the execution of lead and supporting initiatives as 
set out in the Plan. These are phased for execution over the next four years and will be supported by 
detailed business plans and the national budget.
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Eleven athletes represented sailing in the Australian Olympic Team, eight debutants and three defending 
Gold Medallists. After 11 days of racing across seven classes on the waters of Guanabara Bay, 
Australian sailors claimed one Gold and three Silver medals at the Rio Olympic Games in August 2016.

Tom Burton won Australia’s only sailing Gold medal after an amazing turn around in the Men’s Laser 
medal race. Burton needed to put five positions between himself and Croatia’s Tonci Stipanovic in 
order to win the Gold and following pre-start match-racing, Burton finished the medal race in third as 
the Croatian crossed the line in ninth to give Burton top step on the podium.

Defending Olympic champions Nathan Outteridge and Iain Jensen closed their 2016 campaign on a 
high by outsailing Germany in a nerve-wracking final race to claim Silver in the 49er class. With the 
Gold already sewn up by Peter Burling and Blair Tuke of New Zealand, the Aussies started the day 
in third place three points behind Germany. To win Silver they needed to finish two places ahead of 
Germany in the medal race, worth double points, and they achieved their goal by crossing the line 
fourth with the Germans back in eighth.

Mathew Belcher was defending his 2012 Gold Medal with his debutant partner Will Ryan and they 
were rewarded with a Silver medal in 2016. In the final race, all of the action was at the rear of the 
field, with the medals ultimately going to the boats that finished in the last three places in the 10-nation 
final race. Croatia finished eighth to claim Gold, Australia ninth for Silver and Greece 10th for Bronze.

Sydney cousins Lisa Darmanin and Jason Waterhouse won Silver in the debut Nacra 17 event in Rio.   
Sitting in fourth prior to the decisive medal race, the Aussie duo jumped two places up the rankings 
after they crossed the line in second in the final race of the regatta behind New Zealand.

Tom Burton Laser 1st
Mathew Belcher & Will Ryan 470 Men 2nd
Nathan Outteridge & Iain Jensen                   49er 2nd
Jason Waterhouse & Lisa Darmanin Nacra 17 2nd 
Jake Lilley Finn 8th 
Ashley Stoddart Laser Radial 9th
Carrie Smith & Jaime Ryan 470 Women 13th
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The Australian Paralympic Sailing Team 2016 has been heralded as the most successful section 
of the Australian Paralympic team ever, with Australians winning medals in all three events. With 
Gold medals in the Sonar and SKUD18 classes and a Silver medal in the 2.4mR at the Rio 2016 
Paralympic Games, Australia was the leading nation at the Paralympic Sailing regatta. 
 
Daniel Fitzgibbon and Liesl Tesch became the first team to successfully defend a Paralympic title 
when they claimed the Gold medal in the SKUD18 class with two races to spare, finishing the 
penultimate day with a near-perfect eight first placings and two second placings.
 
The Sonar crew of Jonathan Harris, Colin Harrison and Russell Boaden claimed first place in race 10 
and secured the Gold medal with a race to spare, a remarkable achievement and providing a double-
dose of gold for Australian Paralympic sailing.

2.4mR single-person keelboat sailor Matt Bugg stormed back from the disappointment of being 
disqualified in the second-last race of the regatta, dominating the medal race to finish to take Silver.
 
The Aussie sailors attribute their success throughout the year to the strong team environment that 
has been developed around them. In Rio, sailing across different courses on different days, the three 
crews shared information on wind and weather conditions across the courses. In such a challenging 
sailing venue, this sharing of information was invaluable to each crew.
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AUSTRALIAN SAILING TEAM AND AUSTRALIAN SAILING SQUAD

The final 12 months leading into the Rio 2016 Olympic Games meant that 2015/16 was a busy period. 
Each Olympic class had two World Championships within this year, with some new and far-flung 
venues adding to the complexity of the year. World Championships were spread from July 2015 in 
Denmark and Canada, to Argentina, Israel, Oman, USA, Mexico and finishing in Italy in May 2016. 

At the various 2015 World Championships, Australian Sailing contested nine events. In the 470 
Women, Carrie Smith and Jaime Ryan qualified for the Australian Sailing Team for the first time with 
their ninth place in Israel.

The 2016 World Championships were contested by 39 Aussie athletes, with Mathew Belcher & Will 
Ryan claiming our only medal – Bronze at the 470 Worlds in Argentina. Jake Lilley just missed a 
medal finishing fourth at the Finn Gold Cup in Italy.

In July 2015, the final Olympic Test Event was held on Guanabara Bay in Rio de Janeiro. Australia 
was represented by 15 athletes across six classes. For some athletes and staff it was the first time to 
experience the complex environment that is Rio. There was much learnt from this event and the Team 
was proud to finish the regatta with two Gold Medals (470M – Mathew Belcher & Will Ryan; Nacra 17 
– Jason Waterhouse & Lisa Darmanin) and a Bronze Medal (Laser – Tom Burton). 

The team returned to Rio in December 2015 for further training and competition at the Copa do Brasil 
Vela regatta. Immediately prior to this, the first of our athletes were selected for the 2016 Australian 
Olympic Team (470M - Mathew Belcher & Will Ryan; Nacra 17 – Jason Waterhouse & Lisa Darmanin; 
49er – Nathan Outteridge & Iain Jensen). The remaining athletes were selected in March 2016 (Laser 
– Tom Burton) and May 2016 (Finn – Jake Lilley; Laser Radial – Ashley Stoddart; 470W – Carrie 
Smith & Jaime Ryan).

With thanks to the Australian Olympic Committee for the Medal Incentive Funding of $103,600, based 
on World Championship results, which was gratefully received by Mathew Belcher & Will Ryan; 
Nathan Outteridge & Iain Jensen; Jason Waterhouse & Lisa Darmanin and Tom Burton.

It was fantastic to see the progression of Squad athletes during this year. We had four new athletes 
qualify for the 2017 Australian Sailing Squad – Will Phillips & Sam Phillips in the 49er, and Jake Lilley 
and Oliver Tweddell in the Finn. 

The Australian Sailing Squad’s Bridging program 
had a transitional year ahead of a move to the 
‘Pathway To Gold’ Program next year. There was 
nine athletes across four classes selected for Tier 
1 International Support, and a further five athletes 
selected for the Laser Radial Youth Squad.
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Tom Burton competes at the 2015 Rio Test Event
Photo: Beau Outteridge



PARALYMPIC PROGRAM

At the 2015 Para-Sailing World Championships hosted by the Royal Yacht Club of Victoria in 
November 2015, the athletes improved on their stellar 2014 performances with Dan Fitzgibbon and 
Liesl Tesch winning the Skud class by a huge 18 points, whilst Ame Barnbrook and Brett Pearce 
finished sixth overall. Colin Harrison, Jonathan Harris, and Russell Boaden had to settle for Silver 
after finishing one point behind Great Britain in the overall Sonar standings. Matt Bugg had his maiden 
Worlds podium, taking Bronze behind France and Germany whilst Neil Patterson finished 25th.

A week later at the Melbourne Sailing World Cup at St Kilda, Dan and Liesl continued their winning 
ways. The Sonar team went one place higher to win Gold, and Matt took the Silver medal.

Into the 2016 European season and the Hyeres World Cup round saw Matt Bugg gain his maiden 
international win.The 2016 Worlds in Medemblik was the last major event before Rio 2016 and the 
competition was tight with any one of three Sonar teams capable of gold in the last race. Ultimately 
Colin, Jonathan and Russell came home with Bronze as did Matt in the 2.4m and Daniel and Liesl in 
the Skud. Consistency for Ame and Brett saw them finish sixth in the Skud whilst Neil improved on 
2015 to place 16th. 
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Dan Fitzgibbon & Liesl Tesch, 2015 World ChampionshipsPhoto: Terri Dodds

Sonar Team at the 2015 World Championships
Photo: Terri Dodds

Matt Bugg - 2.4m
Photo: AST Richard Scarr



PERSONAL EXCELLENCE

Personal Excellence is an initiative, in partnership 
with the AIS, designed to assist athletes manage 
their high performance journey and achieve 
life ambitions. The Australian Sailing Personal 
Excellence program is a critical link to keeping 
athletes in the sport. 

The key building blocks of the program are: Pathway 
Induction, Career Counselling, Education and 
Training, Professional Development, Wellbeing, 
Mentorship and Transition. The Australian Sailing 
Personal Excellence program was launch in March 
2016 at the Australian Sailing Squad Camp. 

Australian Sailing is working closely with the AIS 
and each of the SISAS programs to develop and deliver services as well as professional development 
opportunities to athletes.

ATHLETES COMMISSION

The Australian Sailing Athletes Commission is charged with representing the views of the athletes to 
the Australian Sailing Board as required, and with providing advice and support to all sailing athletes. 
Australian Sailing would like to thank the Athletes Commission members for 2014-2016 – Will Ryan 
(Chair), Elise Rechichi, Carrie Smith, Karyn Gojnich and Matt Bugg for their time and contribution. 

Elections were recently held and the members elected to the Athletes Commission 2016-2018 are 
Lisa Darmanin (Chair), Oliver Tweddell and Harry Morton. The Australian Sailing Board will look to 
appoint two further members in due course. 

HIGH PERFORMANCE ADVISORY GROUP 

 • Andrew Plympton (Chairman)
 • Matt Allen 
 • John Bertrand    
  • Glenn Bourke 
 • Matt Carroll
 • Peter Conde 
 • Toni Cumpston  
 • Karyn Gojnich
 • Tom King    
  • Victor Kovalenko
 • Grant Simmer 
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OLYMPIC SELECTION COMMITTEE

 • David Kellett (Chairman)
 • Matt Allen
 • Peter Conde
 • Victor Kovalenko
 • Glenn Bourke
 • John Boultbee
 • Sarah Kenny

STATE SAILING PERFORMANCE PROGRAMS
 
The State Sailing Performance Programs (SSPP) are critical elements of the Performance Pathway – 
linking the State underpinning and club/class programs with the Australian Sailing Team and Squad. 

These programs are a partnership between Australian Sailing, the relevant State Association; together 
with the Queensland Academy of Sport (QAS), Victorian Institute of Sport (VIS), Tasmanian Institute of 
Sport (TIS), and Western Australian Institute of Sport (WAIS).
 
The focus this year has been on increasing Sports Science education and intervention to reduce 
injury rates in young sailors and prepare them for the rigours of senior level campaigning.
 
The SSPP Head Coaches are Ashley Brunning (QLD), Larry Cargill (NSW), Johnny Rodgers (VIC), 
Richard Scarr (TAS) and Belinda Stowell-Brett (WA) – they have again worked hard in this area.
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AUSTRALIAN SAILING YOUTH TEAM

The 2015 Australian Sailing Youth Team finished the Youth Sailing World Championships in 
Langkawi, Malaysia with one Gold, two Silvers and the Nations Trophy at the Youth Sailing World 
Championships. Alistair Young won the Radial Male category with a race to spare whilst Nia Jerwood 
and Lisa Smith won Silver in the 420 girls as did Shaun Connor and Sophie Renouf in the Multihull. 
This is Australia’s fourth Nations Trophy elevating it to equal second with Great Britain, and on the 
individual medal table Australia is now second behind France, both nations having won 22 Gold 
medals in the 45-year event history.

The 2016 Australian Sailing Youth Team was announced following the final selection event at 
Queensland Youth Week. The team will compete at the Youth Sailing World Championships in 
Auckland, New Zealand in December 2016.

Athletes

Laser Radial Male  Finn Alexander (NSW)                                                     
Laser Radial Female   Zoe Thomson (WA)                                                 
Multihull Open   Kyle Fortier & Bonnie Butler (NSW)           
420 Girls    Sophie McIntosh & Emily Summerell (NSW)
420 Boys    Nicholas Sharman & James Grogan (VIC)
29er Boys     John Cooley & Simon Hoffman (NSW)
29er Girls    Natasha Bryant & Annie Wilmot (NSW)
RS:X Girls    Courtney Schoutrop (QLD)                                                      
RS:X Boys      Alex Halank (NSW)     
 
Team Leader / Coach  Johnny Rodgers (VIC)
Coach     Traks Gordon (NSW)
Coach     Tristan Brown (NSW)
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AUSTRALIAN YOUTH CHAMPIONSHIP 2016
 
The Australian Youth Championship is the pinnacle youth sailing event in Australia aimed at bringing 
together the best emerging talent in Youth Pathway classes. 

It is also a key selection event for the Australian Sailing Youth Team. Hosted in 2016 by Woollahra 
Sailing Club, more than 230 competitors participated in the ten race series.

Class Winners

Laser 4.7 Male  Rome Featherstone (WA)
Laser 4.7 Female  Shione Suganuma (Japan)
Laser Radial Male  Conor Nicholas (WA)
Laser Radial Female  Marlena Berzins (NSW)
420 Male   Nicholas Sharman & James Grogan (VIC)
420 Female   Sophie McIntosh & Emily Summerell (NSW)
29er Male   John Cooley & Simon Hoffman (NSW)
29er Female   Natasha Bryant & Annie Wilmot (NSW)
Hobie 16   Lachie White & Ethan White (NSW)
Bic Techno Male  Angus Calvert (TAS)
Bic Techno Female  Courtney Schoutrop (QLD)
State Team Trophy  New South Wales

Angus Calvert Leads the BIC Techno Class
 Photo: MurnaghanMedia

Grogan and Sharman lead 420s 
Photo: Lachlan Murnaghan
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enthusiasm and understanding of the sporting market we expect his involvement will assist the 
Australian Sailing Team to even better performances, stronger resources and support from now 
through to Tokyo and beyond.

A very special thank you to Marcus Blackmore who stepped down as Chairman. Marcus’s passion 
for sailing, his ongoing involvement, participation and dedication to the sport continues to inspire both 
elite and emerging sailors across Australia. The Patrons dedication to the Australian Sailing Team is 
commendable and we are extremely grateful.

Australian Sailing Team Patrons

 • Marcus Blackmore AM     • Lachlan Murdoch
 • John Calvert-Jones AM     • The late Robert (Bob) Oatley AO
 • Philip Coombs     • Andrew (Sandy) Oatley
 • David Forbes OAM    • Norman Rydge AM OBE  
 • David Gotze      • Lang Walker
 • Dr Leslie Green     • Nick Williams
 • Simon McKeon AO     • The Paul Ramsay Foundation

David Gotze with Olympic medallists. 
Photo: Andrea Francolini

Oatleys with Olympic medallists. 
Photo: Andrea Francolini

Anthony Bell with wife Kelly and Olympic medallists.
Photo: Andrea Francolini

Marcus Blackmore with Olympic medallists. 
Photo: Andrea Francolini



CLUB SERVICES AND OPERATIONS 

Dedicated Division focused on developing stronger relationships with Clubs and Classes across 
the country and delivering relevant services. Headed up by David Edwards as General Manager, 
leading a team of nation-wide Regional Managers and Club Services Officers responsible for the 
development of programs for participation, training, education, coaches and the online web platform. 
Also responsible for managing advocacy and other services for the clubs. 

SAILING PARTICIPATION – FIRST NATIONAL CENSUS

Late in 2015, Australian Sailing conducted the first census of sailing participation in Australia. Through 
the support of the clubs and classes associations a detailed picture of participation in sailing by State 
and Territory, down to regions was built. The count put sailing’s total participation base at 239,232.

Census results revealed that participation in sailing activities is only partially reflected in the records of 
formal membership of clubs, and the number of people involved in different forms of sailing, both on a 
regular and once-off (or promotional) basis is considerably greater than reported by Australian Sailing 
in the past. Some of the high level finding were;

 • 122,138 participants (at least three times during the year) in sailing competitions and   
  programs in 2015; Of these 122,138 regular sailing participants:
   o 67.6% were male and 32.4% were female.
   o 16.6% were aged 5-12 years
   o 19.0% were aged 13-18 years
   o 64.4% were aged 19 years and over

 • 117,185 promotional participants in sailing in 2015. These are people having a sailing   
  experience in occasional (less than three per year) or once-off activities such as regattas,  
  “Discover Sailing” days, school introductory programs, and community organisation (eg scouts  
  and guides) events. 

 • 9,675 active support personnel, of which 8,433 were volunteers and 1,242 received a level of  
  remuneration.
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PARTICIPATION EDUCATION AND TRAINING

Australian Sailing continued to focus on enhancing the delivery of programs and services across 
the areas of Participation, Education and Training. In 2015/16, just under 15,000 participants were 
involved in Australian Sailing Learn to Sail or Powerboat courses delivered by our network of 142 
Discover Sailing Centres.
 
Since its inception, more than 20,000 children have now participated in the Tackers program that 
continues to deliver impressive participant retention, both from one level to the next and also from 
the program itself to a longer term involvement in sailing. Critically important to each Centre’s ability 
to provide all of these programs and courses is the qualified Instructor network that is in place, with 
just over 2,000 individuals currently registered with Australian Sailing, and a further 2,000 trained as 
Assistant Instructors.
 
The tables that follow provide a summary of the activity in 2015/16 relative to participation in 
Australian Sailing Learn to Sail and Powerboat programs in recent years. This section of the report 
also provides some highlights from the other major programs supported by Australian Sailing, which 
are the RYA Training Centre and the Safety and Sea Survival Centre network respectively.
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Program aimed at attracting and progressing adults 
through learn to sail and into longer engagement with 
sailing.

DescriptionBrand

Introductory junior sailing program for 7-12 year olds

Inclusive program for people of all abilities on the 
sailing pathway and in club activities

Tackers in action
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DISCOVER SAILING CENTRES

The number of accredited Discover Sailing Centres offering Australian Sailing participation and 
training programs were maintained in 2015/16 from previous years. This means that more people 
in more parts of the country can continue to access these programs and the vast majority (128) of 
these Centres are affiliated Clubs. This provides them with a very effective means of attracting more 
people to clubs, with the aim of encouraging them to continue to participate in sailing beyond their 
involvement in a formal course.

Discover Sailing Conference 2016

The 2016 Australian Sailing Discover Sailing Conference was held on the 13th and 14th May at 
Southport Yacht Club, Queensland. A variety of presentations occurred over the two days with varying 
methods being used to deliver them. This year there was a specific day for Discover Sailing Centre 
Principals, allowing the content to be targetted around building the capacity of the Discover Sailing 
Centres. Sessions on marketing, mentoring and gaining the best out of a Centre Review were some 
of the presentations that were delivered.  

Conference attendance was 10% lower than the previous year, however it was pleasing to see the 
variety of attendees, coming from all over the country.

Based on feedback and the willingness 
of Club Services Officers, the annual 
event may be delivered as smaller 
events in each region, thereby 
increasing the attendance, and reducing 
travel costs for the majority of people.



TACKERS PARTICIPATION

Participation in the Tackers program increased dramatically by around 57% from 2014/15 to 2015/16. 
This pleasing trend can be attributed to two main factors:

1) The introduction of the Sporting Schools Program – a Federal Government initiative designed  
 to help schools to increase children’s participation in sport. Almost 900 children participated in  
 this program.
 
2) A greater focus on using ‘Tackers Intro’ to offer the first-contact engagement with children  
 wanting to learn to sail. More than 1700 participants experienced the introductory course.
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TACKERS PARTICIPANT RETENTION

The key next step will be to ensure further engagement with this pool of participants in order to gain 
retention and encourage their ongoing participation in the sport.
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SAILABILITY

Congratulations to Sailability Australia, celebrating its 21st anniversary this year!

In 1994, inspired by the pioneering work of RYA Sailability in the UK, Sailability Australia was formed 
by all State/Territory Yachting Associations as a standing committee of AYF (now Australian Sailing).

Distinguished disabled sailor and scientist Dr Phil Vardy was appointed Coordinator and later 
Chairman of the National Sailability Committee. Phil was followed by round the world sailor Kay 
Cottee, then by Bruce Dickson (former President AYF), handing over to Neil Anderson, (former 
president Sailability NSW) in 2012.

From just a handful in 1994, there are now some 76 Sailability programs operating across Australia.  
According to Neil Anderson, the success is a combination of collaboration between programs and the 
efforts of hundreds of volunteers at local sailing clubs.  

“Thousands of Australians have had the joy of experiencing ‘sailing for everyone.’ But above all, 
what drives the Sailability family is the vision to make sailing truly inclusive, so every sailing Club in 
Australia welcomes sailors of all abilities,” Neil said.

Our congratulations to all of the Sailability Clubs for their leadership in providing inclusive 
environments for all to take part. Our thanks go to the countless passionate volunteers around the 
country who provide knowledge, generosity of spirit and a friendly smile to all those they encounter 
throughout Sailability. 

New Logo

A new logo was created for Sailability to celebrate the program’s 20 Year Anniversary.
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DINGHY PROGRAM - PARTICIPANTS

Almost 5,000 individuals participated in a Dinghy course throughout the year.
 
With the success of Tackers, there will be a natural decline in some of the introductory Dinghy courses. 

DINGHY INSTRUCTOR TRAINING

The Dinghy Instructor training program remains strong, with the program being the most popular 
amongst other programs.



KEELBOAT PROGRAM - PARTICIPANTS

The Keelboat program has shown steady growth around the country and similar to Tackers, the 
introductory experience, that being the Keelboat Experience has seen a 70% increase that has seen 
more than 300 people participate in the experience. Again, the key next step for Australian Sailing will 
be to work with clubs to re-engage this market to ensure their ongoing participation in sailing occurs.

The program primarily aims at getting young families and adults out on the water on a regular basis 
to partake in Club racing and to enjoy social sailing. It is also intended for this program to equip those 
relatively new to sailing with helming and seamanship skills sufficient for inshore sailing.

Pathway options provide entry to club racing, buying a boat or building on knowledge and experience 
that can be transitioned to larger yachts and courses within the RYA Yacht Cruising Program where 
Keelboat sailors can build on their skills and knowledge to prepare for offshore yachting and racing. 
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KEELBOAT PROGRAM - INSTRUCTOR TRAINING
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POWERBOAT PROGRAM - PARTICIPANTS

There was an overall reduction in participation in the Powerboat program, with this being mainly 
attributed to a commercial Centre no longer being accredited as a Discover Sailing Centre.
 
The main participation in the Powerboat program relates to two markets:

1) Prospective Dinghy Instructors completing their Powerboat Handling certificate
2) Participants completing the Start Powerboating course, in the aim of gaining recognition of  
 skills, so they can attain their state maritime licence.

There remains a significant opportunity to grow the Powerboat programs given that our current 
numbers represent a relatively small part of the overall Australian Powerboat License Training market.

POWERBOAT PROGRAM - INSTRUCTOR TRAINING



E-LEARNING

One of the key strategic priorities in the participation, education & training area is to continue to make 
various course and program modules available via an e-learning platform. This approach can make 
courses more accessible to people, ensure greater consistency of delivery and also maximise learning 
outcomes for all participants.
 
During the course of the year Australian Sailing released the second module through the platform 
known as myLearning. The Tackers Induction was launched into a live environment in late 2015. 
Completion of this module is now a prerequisite to becoming a Tackers Instructor, thus providing key 
information to prospective instructors in a consistent, assessable and professional way. More than 
150 people have completed the online Tackers Induction this year, both new and existing Dinghy 
instructors.
 
Future eLearning courses being planned and develop for release on myLearning include:
 
 • Discover Sailing Centre Principal Induction
 • Sailing Coaching General Principles
 • Tackers Introduction for Teachers
 • Discover Sailing Centre Reviewer Training
 • Safety & Sea Survival Assessment
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CLUB COACH
 
2015/16 will be the last year that the ‘club coach’ qualification carries that name, with it being changed 
to “Sailing Coach” as of next year. Due to low numbers of people gaining this qualification overall 
and a high number of people attending a face-to-face course but then failing to fulfill the post-course 
requirements in order to gain the qualification, the course is being redeveloped. 

The revamped course aims to build on the learning and success the Australian Sailing Team has had 
in recent years and filter those processes down to benefit the coaching environment at local sailing 
clubs.
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Shore-based navigation course packs sold globally
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In support of eLearning is the RYA’s transfer of all current publications into eBook format, with 73 
now available. With purchases available to view on three different devices, accessibility iPhone, 
Android, Kindle, Mac and PC based apps, value for money and the ability to carry a whole library and 
supporting growth in sales.

It’s not all gloom and doom with the number of Yachtmaster Offshore Certificates issued showing a 
large spike. These certificates are currently recognised by AMSA for use on Domestic Commercial 
Vessels (DCV) under Exemption 18 (sail only). Following industry wide consultation, AMSA has also 
introduced another ’70 series’ Marine Order that supports growth in the Superyacht Industry, and also 
provides for Australian Issued STCW (Yacht) qualifications.

RYA PROGRAM
 
A continued trend with the RYA Sail and Motor Cruising schemes is the increased percentage of 
participants utilizing online learning.  This trend has led to the RYA’s decision to divide its Day Skipper 
theory course into a number of modules; and to offer a number of these via the eLearning portal.  

All shore-based training showed an upturn during the year, and hopefully the move towards modules 
and eLearning will support further growth, however it should be noted that a general downward trend 
of shore-based navigation training has been observed since 2009.
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Certificates	of	Competency	issued	globally

The percentage of attendees passing their Yachtmaster Instructor (YMI) courses has vastly improved 
in the period with an 87% success rate over the two courses delivered. This is a reflection on the 2014 
move towards dedicated Cruising Instructor Trainers (CIT) of which there are six within Australia. 

All Cruising Instructor courses are now scheduled by Recognised Training Centre’s (RTC) directly with 
the RYA and are moderated by a CIT on day 5. YMI courses have been successfully delivered in both 
the Port Stephens and Sydney regions which simplified logistics and reduced costs.



SAFETY AND SEA SURVIVAL (SSS) PROGRAM

A softening economy may have impacted on Safety and Sea Survival numbers with certificates 
declining slightly for this financial year. This represents a decrease of around 10%, however with 8 
new instructors qualified in May 2016, there is intent to open new Centre’s and hopefully capitalise 
on the reduction of red tape with the 2015 introduction of one-day format ‘update’ courses. There is 
always an opportunity for growth in this area, especially in the cruising market, and Australian Sailing 
will be working with Center’s to improve this figure. 

RYA/SSS CONVENTION 2016
 
The 8th Annual Instructor Convention was held at a new venue, The Adina Apartment Hotel in Surry 
Hills, and was well attended by Instructors and Centre Principals from Australia, with a small number 
of overseas delegates.

Day one of the event focused on what can be learned from recent incidents, and included professional 
development sessions on fatigue, electronic navigation, cold shock, and duty of care.  Feedback on 
the day was reflective of the world-class presenters that included Dr Michell Grech (AMSA), VOR 
Navigator Will Oxley, and Chair of the AS Safety Committee Michael Cranitch QC.

The second day began with Richard Falk (RYA Director of Training) providing an insight to what has 
happened over the year, and new directions of focus.  This included a more tailored approach to the 
needs of the Superyacht Industry and a modular approach to shore-based navigation courses with 
eLearning content.

Delegates were also fortunate to receive some outstanding sessions on marketing, professional 
teaching skills, and breaking strains of high modulus ropes.
Evening guest speaker Lisa Blair, an RYA Cruising Instructor, provided an inspirational talk on her 
future plans and preparations to be the first female to circumnavigate Antarctica solo, and hopefully to 
set a new world speed record in the process. 

We are grateful for the continued support of Crewsaver in sponsoring this event, without which a 
Convention of this quality would be difficult to achieve.
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ONLINE SERVICES

The Online Services department continues to develop, with the services/systems used by affiliated 
Clubs and Class Association for:

 • Membership registration & renewal – including online payment (myClub/myClass)
 • Provision of training and education – course and qualifications (myCentre)
 • Provision of websites (myWebsite)
 • Reporting & communication (myClub/myClass)
 • Event set up, entry & display (eCal)
 • Storage & display of member profiles (mySailor)

Some of the key successes over the 2015/16 period include: 

 • Increase in the number of registered members in the myClub database 
 • Significant improvement in the quality of member data in the myClub database
 • Club and Class Association transaction value through the payment gateway for membership,  
  events, merchandise, storage/berthing and donations exceeding $1.3 million
 • More than 2000 people register online for a Discover Sailing Day Program
 • More than 500 events set up and shared in myClub and myClass
 • myClub Training provided to 80% of affiliated clubs
 • 135 Club and Class Association websites are active on the myWebsite platform

Membership

Total club membership (Adult, Youth & Social) in the myClub database has increased more than 
7% year on year nationally. This has largely been driven by education of database administrators 
around using the myClub database along with communication about Club affiliation fees not being 
directly linked to Club membership numbers. Most regions/states have performed well in the main 
membership categories (Adult & Youth):
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With the STG membership system in the second full season of use, growth in overall club 
membership numbers has increased.

Data Quality

A focus on accurate collection and entry of data into the myClub database has led to a significant 
increase in the quality of key information available in myClub. This will allow Australian Sailing to;

• Support planning and resource allocation for services to Clubs and Class Associations;
• Attract funding and support from local, State and Federal Government and other organisations;
• Accurately form strategic plans for the benefit of Sailing.
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myClub/myClass System Use

2015/16 saw a marked increase in the number of Clubs and Class Associations using the membership 
database for registrations and transaction value through the system increased accordingly. 

2016/17 Focus

System enhancements: Improve key elements of the myClub database to increase uptake in the 
number of Clubs using online registration forms.

QMS (myCentre) delivery: Successful rollout of the new myCentre system for managing training 
courses and qualifications. All accredited Discover Sailing Centres to be transitioned to the new 
system by June 2017.

Australian Sailing App: Develop the scope and feasibility for an App targeted at Australian Sailing 
members and the wider sailing community

Database integration: Progress integration of the STG membership system with third party systems - 
Cracker Sports, Canopi, competition management systems etc…

Ongoing training and support: Annual changes in Club committees mean training on relevant 
systems is ongoing. The Online Services department is committed to providing thorough training to 
Club and Class Association administrators upon request.



SAILING SERVICES

Sailing Services are responsible for managing the activities that underpin the day to day operations 
of the sport of Sailing. Their responsibilities include; racing rules of sailing, special regulations, the 
National Officiating Program to educate and accredit all Race Officers, Judges, Measurers and 
Umpires, international rating systems, class affiliation and national committees, including Safety and 
Youth Advisory. Glen Stanaway heads this division.

COMPETITION FRAMEWORK 

National	Officiating	Program 

The principal activity within this objective is the management of the National Officiating Program 
(NOP). 

Key Performance Indicators for the National Officiating Program were:

Race Officials Measurers Judges Umpires
State Last 

Year
Plan Actual Last 

Year
Plan Actual Last 

Year
Plan Actual Last 

Year
Plan Actual

ACT 22 22 45 3 3 5 8 8 17 7 7 7
NSW 425 425 310 5 5 2 40 40 54 14 14 11
NT 13 13 10 0 0 0 7 7 7 1 1 0
Qld 116 116 159 8 8 7 26 26 33 16 16 17
SA 105 105 89 6 6 20 26 26 32 4 4 5
Tas 53 53 48 3 3 3 20 20 17 13 13 12
Vic 515 515 521 23 23 22 64 64 65 21 21 21
WA 60 60 71 26 26 25 9 9 12 11 11 11
Total 1309 1309 1253 74 74 84 200 200 237 87 87 84

Following a decision to review the National Officiating Program in 2015, the following milestones were 
achieved in the period up to June 2016.

• Redevelopment of the NOP was broken down into several work streams following a    
 thorough SWOT analysis carried out at the 2015 National Racing Rules Officials Committee   
 meeting.
• Restructure of the NOP levels has progressed well following the adoption of new    
 definitions for each discipline agreed upon at a workshop in October 2015. Each    
 accreditation level within the different disciplines has been categorised according to    
 Definition, Methods for Learning and Practical Training, and How to Assess. 
• A new method for managing updates to the NOP course materials was also introduced to   
 assist with continual improvement of presentation content and delivery. 

The rate of development for the NOP restructure was hindered between January–March 2016 due to 
the loss of key staff within the Sailing Services department. This issue impacted the implementation of 
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the 12 month plan, in particular the update of the NOP materials, despite the ongoing contribution of 
volunteers. Forward progress is anticipated to now remain on-target with new appointments and staff 
restructuring within the Sailing Services team.

The appointment of a full time Officials Coordinator within the Sailing Services team has also resulted 
in the centralisation of NOP course planning and approval of officiating applications. Support is 
provided by and to the Regional Managers and Club Services Officers in the various states.

Ratings and Measurements 

Australian Sailing continued to manage IRC and ORC keelboat certification in Australia and 
represented owners at the Annual IRC and ORC Congresses in Europe. The volume of activity based 
on certificates issued was:

IRC Certificates ORCi Certificates Total Certificates
State Last Year Plan Actual Last Year Plan Actual Last Year Plan Actual

ACT 0 0 0 1 1 1 1 1 1
NSW 153 153 154 74 74 77 227 227 231
NT 3 3 1 0 0 0 3 3 1
Qld 53 53 55 29 29 27 82 82 82
SA 19 19 18 2 2 1 21 21 19
Tas 18 18 19 3 3 1 21 21 20
Vic 105 105 93 18 18 13 123 123 106
WA 94 94 79 11 11 4 105 105 83
Total 445 445 419 138 138 124 583 583 543

NB: a boat with both certificates counts twice

Interest in the ORC Club certification option has increased over the last 12 months, with Australian 
Sailing supporting trial fleets in Victoria and New South Wales looking for a low-cost rating system as 
an alternative to performance handicap racing.

Australian Sailing continues to maintain the CBH system for Trailable yachts and supports the national 
administration of the Off-the-Beach Yardstick system.
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Racing Rules and Safety 

The National Safety Equipment Auditors Program has now been adopted and is operational in all 
States, with the appointment of a Senior Equipment Auditor in Western Australia. 

The National Safety Committee (NSC) continued to monitor reports of major incidences around the 
country and following a fatality in early 2016, plans to develop a Safety Information Notice to educate 
sailors and clubs about the risks of delivery trips. The NSC also cooperated with investigations carried 
out by State regulators following two occasions of racing vessels coming into close contact with 
commercial vessels on shared waterways.

Additionally, the NSC has committed to conducting a review to investigate and assess the safety 
practices of sailboat racing in Australia. The objectives are to provide guidance and possible 
regulation to organising authorities, which includes both clubs and classes. The review will be mostly 
aimed at ocean racing clubs but the outcomes are intended to be generically applied to all clubs and 
classes.

In early 2016, Australian Sailing resolved to only produce an electronic version of the Blue Book 
for the 2017-2020 Racing Rules of Sailing. The Blue Book will be available as an e-book and as a 
printable and editable PDF document that can be downloaded from the Australian Sailing website.

Review of the Australian Sailing Prescriptions to the Racing Rules of Sailing continues to be 
serviced by the Rules Specialist Group, a sub-committee of the National Racing Rules and Officials 
Committee.

National Class Association Support 

During the 2015/16 financial year, a total of 34 National Class Associations affiliated with Australian 
Sailing. Of these classes, 31 took advantage of the Australian Sailing myClass database to manage 
their class registrations and engage with their own members.

Additionally, Australian Sailing provided several letters of support to Australian Class Associations 
seeking to host their National or World Class Championships at various clubs around the country.



Australian Sailing’s partners have once again provided fantastic support during 2015/16 and we are 
extremely grateful to all of them.

The Australian Sports Commission and Australian Institute of Sport continue to lead the way as 
Principal Partners and provide the Australian Sailing Team (AST) with the support and investment that 
is needed for the team’s success platform to be in place.

Zhik and Nautica remain as major sponsors and ensured that our teams were well kitted out and 
ready for anything in both on-water and off-water situations respectively. Likewise, Hamilton Island, 
and the Oatley family, continued its association with the Team and provided fantastic support, as well 
as a great association with the iconic sailing destination in the island itself.

Steadfast Insurance and Nautilus Marine continued to provide greatly valued support to our 
organisation, through their generous sponsorships, as well as through the provision of excellent 
sailing specific insurance policies for Australian Sailing, as well as for our MYAs and for the thousands 
of sailing members and participants. Also in the safety area, and more specifically in support of our 
training and education programs, we were grateful for the support of Survitec and their lifejacket brand 
Crewsaver, who were also generous supporters.

The AST was also extremely grateful during 2015/16 to receive the support of several Official 
Suppliers. In the equipment area these included Ronstan, Liros Ropes and Protect Tapes, who each 
provided vitally required items to help prepare our teams for training and competition. 

We extend our thanks also to Blackmores whose contribution helped keep our athletes healthy and  
to Maui Jim for their combination of eye health and style, through the provision of their world class 
sunglasses range to our teams and officials.

DB Schenker continued to provide world class service in terms of having our equipment in the right 
place at the right time. Their support, as well as their attention to detail and expertise was fantastic for 
our behind the scenes team, as well as for the team itself.

Compression gear providers 776BC also made a valuable contribution during the period, keeping our 
athletes well suited out for off water training and a new addition to the support team during 15/16 was 
Airweave, whose transportable and posture supporting mattress tops proved invaluable for many of 
our athletes.

In the technical equipment area, we were very luck to enjoy the support of Panasonic and Navionics 
whose equipment went on to provide an edge for our team in preparation for, and during Rio. 

We are absolutely delighted to have enjoyed the support of all of these partners during 2015/16. We 
look forward to working with each of them in 2016/17 and beyond and to making the most of their 
contributions so as to invest in the future development of sailing.
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Communications was identified as one of the key improvement opportunities from Clubs to ensure 
messaging is consistent, reaches intended recipients in a controlled and timely manner. There is also 
a requirement to deliver national and State news to existing, and new audiences, to ensure a clear 
flow of information to build stronger relationships with club and members. 

With eight State and Territory websites, social media accounts and countless specific accounts, 
there is work to be done on the overall digital strategy and plan for sharing information. This will be 
prioritised in early 2017, but steps have been taken to streamline information from States through to 
national.   

The Australian Sailing website www.sailing.org.au and e-newsletters have State News sections, 
where Clubs and Class Associations are encouraged to place details of their events and activities.  
The event calendar is also utilised by States and Clubs for their events. 

The Australian Youth Championship website www.youthchamps.org.au has been updated to include 
news and details of all State Youth Championships, as well as space for details of all youth events to 
be included, as well as World and Australian Championships. 

The Australian Sailing Team continues to utilise social media to share videos, profiles and updates 
with increases recorded in followers and views. During the Rio Olympic Games, a live rolling Twitter 
feed was undertaken in the early hours of the morning in Australia to follow the racing and there was 
a 450% increase in Twitter activity from the previous month with over 500,000 Twitter impressions.   
During the Paralympic Games, there was also strong activity from supporters in the early hours of the 
morning. 

To support the team during the Olympic Games, twice daily e-newsletters were sent out, early AM to 
provide overnight results and late afternoon to preview the following morning’s schedule.  These were 
opened collectively over the 12 days over 282,000 times with an open rate around 40%.   

Clubs were provided with marketing collateral including posters to support the Australian Olympic and 
Paralympic sailors in Rio, with images on one side and the racing schedule on the reverse, with how 
to follow and support details provided. 

To streamline communications and co-ordinate the existing efforts of States and their production and 
distribution of e-newsletters, a plan was implemented to send three newsletter communications to 
targeted groups with information from State and national. The three e-newsletters being sent now go 
to Members (Nautical News on the first Wednesday of the month), Internal (second Wednesday of the 
month) and Club (third Wednesday of the month). 

The monthly club e-newsletter was introduced in early 2016, sent to key Club officials including 
Commodore, CEO/GM, and Treasurer providing information on topics that impact clubs such as 
insurance, safety, governance and administration.

With all staff previously employed by State Associations now Australian Staff members, an intranet 
has been developed to provide details of the organisation, policies and procedures and ways of 
working for those around the country.  This is being supported by a monthly e-newsletter for staff 
covering company initiatives, staff profiles and State and national news.   
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Both of these are in addition to the existing monthly e-newsletter to Club members Nautical News, 
which provides details of Australian Sailing events, results, State and local information.

Social media remains an important communication channel for the organisation and the development 
of a digital strategy is a priority for 2017 to clearly define the requirements from States to integrate 
with the national platform. 

2015 YACHTING AUSTRALIA AWARDS

The 2015 Yachting Australia Awards were held on Friday 6 November 2015 at Doltone House, Darling 
Island Wharf, Pyrmont, Sydney. The night, which was hosted by Channel 7 sports reporter Jim 
Wilson, was well represented by athletes, officials, state representatives, sponsors and guests.

The 470 combination of Mathew Belcher and Will Ryan took the top gong of Male Sailor of the Year 
whilst Lisa Darmanin took the respective Female of the Year award. Dedicated members of the sailing 
community across Australia were honoured at the Awards.

2015 Award Winners

Male Sailor of the Year  Mathew Belcher and Will Ryan
Female Sailor of the Year  Lisa Darmanin
Sailor of the Year with a Disability Daniel Fitzgibbon and Liesl Tesch
Youth Sailor of the Year  Kyle O’Connell and Tom Siganto
Sport Promotion Award  Kite the Reef
Sport Professional Award  Justine Kirkjian
Volunteer of the Year   Paul Pascoe
Club of the Year   Sorrento Sailing Couta Boat Club
Official of the Year   Andy Curnow
Instructor of the Year   Riccardo Deghi
Coach of the Year   Tristan Brown
Lifetime Achievement   Bill Buckle and Bob Oatley
President’s Award   Mike Fletcher

Lisa Darmanin and Mat Belcher at the Yachting Australia Awards 2015



IRC AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIP 2015
 
The 2015 IRC Australian Championship was held in conjunction with Audi Hamilton Island 
Race Week. With the stunning Whitsunday Islands as a back drop, 38 competitors contested 
the Championship with four winners declared after five days of racing in mixed conditions. The 
Championship provided competitors with a variety of conditions that started with 20 knots on the first 
day and finished with 5 knots on the final day. The sun flickered through mid-week with the breeze 
ever so light enabling crews the opportunity to marvel at the surrounds.
 
WINNERS
 
IRC Division 1
Team Beau Geste – Karl Kwok
Ichi Ban – Matt Allen
Secret Men’s Business – Geoff Boettcher
 
IRC Division 2
Quest – Bob Steel
Vamp – Fuller Wilmot
Khaleesi – Andrew & Pauline Dally
 
IRC Division 3
Wild Rose – Roger Hickman
Justadash – Philip Dash
More Noise – Jason Close
 
IRC Division 4 (Passage)
Local Hero – Matt Owen
Toy Box 2 – Ian Box
Espresso Forte – Laurence Freedman
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AUSTRALIAN YACHTING CHAMPIONSHIP 2016
 
In late 2015, the locations of the Championship for the next four years were announced, as well as a name 
change to the Australian Yachting Championship. Following consultation with competitors and boat owners 
in the categories over the previous 12 months, the name change is aimed at increasing the profile and 
awareness of the regatta and the high performance of the competitors. By announcing venues for the next 
four years, it allows owners and crew to schedule their attendance in the years ahead. 
 
2016    Hamilton Island Yacht Club                August 20-27
2017    Cruising Yacht Club of Australia         March 23-26
2018    Sandringham Yacht Club                   January
2019    Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania           January

In 2016, the Australian Yachting Championship was again held in conjunction with Audi Hamilton 
Island Race Week and included a welcome home to the Australian Olympic sailors, immediately on 
their return from Rio. 
 
The 2016 Australian Yachting Championship was contested over five days with 54 monohull and 
15 multihull competitors negotiating the waters of the Whitsundays Islands. Team Beau Geste 
successfully defended their 2015 Championship title, reigning supreme in IRC Division A, and Matt 
Owen also stood on the podium for a second year, this time in the Racer Cruiser division.
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2016 Australian Yachting Championship - Team Beau Geste .Photo: AndreaFrancolini
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WINNERS
 
IRC Division A
Team Beau Geste – Karl Kwok 
Ichi Ban – Matt Allen
Secret Men’s Business – Geoff Boettcher
Alive  - Duncan Hine (ORCi Winner – Rating Division A)

IRC Division B
Forty – Stephen Barlow
Botany Access Cocomo – Peter Sorensen
Ikon – Bruce McCraken
Elena Nova – Craig Neil (ORCi Winner - Division B)
 
Passage IRC Division 1
Team Hollywood – Ray Roberts
Scarlet Runner – Rob Date
Eagle Rock – Ross Wilson
Team Hollywood – (Passage ORCiO Winner - Division 1)
 
Racer Cruiser
Onyx - Matt Owen
Sydney – Charles Curran
White Noise – Daniel Edwards / Milton Green
 
Multihull Racing
Frank Racing - Simon Hull
APC Mad Max – George Owen
Morticia – Chris Williams
 
The 2017 Australian Yachting Championship will be from Thursday 23 to Sunday 26 March, conducted 
by the Cruising Yacht Club of Australia.

2016 Australian Yachting Championship. Photo: AndreaFrancolini



WORLD SAILING (FORMERLY ISAF) 

Australia continues to play a very active role with World Sailing (formerly ISAF) and has a number of 
representatives on World Sailing Committees. Committee members are in place until November 2016, 
when elections will take place at the conclusion of four year terms.

 • Adrienne Cahalan  Women’s Forum
   Oceanic & Offshore Committee
   International Regulations Commission Council
 • Barry Johnson  Equipment Committee
   International Measurers Sub-Committee
 • Sarah Kenny Events Committee
   Women’s Forum 
 • Sarah Kenny Events Committee
 • Victor Kovalenko Coaches Commission
 • David Lyons Special Regulations Sub-Committee
 • Adam Quinn Windsurfing & Kiteboarding Committee
 • Richard Slater  Racing Rules Committee
   International Umpires Sub-Committee
 • David Staley Disabled Sailing Committee (IDFS)
   Class Rules Sub-Committee
 • David Tillett Council – Group L
 • Ross Wilson Race Officials Committee

*This listing of Australian’s involved in World Sailing Committee and Commissions is current at 30 June 2016. 

WORLD SAILING - NEW NAME, NEW LOGO

In January 2016, the governing body of sailing worldwide, formerly known as ISAF, officially 
announced its rebrand to ‘World Sailing – A Sport for Life’

At the heart of the federation moving forward is a significant focus on change for the better. More 
transparency, better communication, stronger governance and greater accountability are the four main 
aims of the new leadership team and the rebrand to World Sailing represents their commitment to 
those aims.

Not only will the federation have a refreshed look and focus, the new motto – ‘A Sport for Life’ - also 
reinforces the team’s dedication to the whole world of sailing, from an individual’s first step in a boat to 
the day they choose to hang up their salopettes.
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Australia is one of 17 member nations that make up the Oceania Sailing Federation (OSAF). In 
partnership with World Sailing, OSAF’s aim is to grow the sport of sailing, improve the quality of the 
sailing experience, build the administration capacity of Member Nations, and create opportunities for 
talented sailors in the Oceania Region.

Defined as Group L, Oceania is represented by David Tillett (AUS) and Jan Dawson (NZL) on general 
council at World Sailing.

Key events in the region are the Pacific Games, and the Pacific Mini Games held bi annually.  Sailing 
has now been included as one of the 16 compulsory sports with plans under way for regattas in 
conjunction with the Pacific Mini Games (2017 Vanuatu) and the Pacific Games (2019 Tonga).

Representatives from Fiji, Cook Islands, Samoa, Papua New Guinea, Vanuatu and Guam attended 
a seven day clinic organized by World Sailing in conjunction with OSAF as part of the Youth World 
Sailing Emerging Nations program. The clinic helped prepare young sailors, coaches and officials for 
the Youth Worlds sailed in Langkawi, Malaysia in December 2015.

Australia, New Zealand and Cook Islands were represented at the Rio 2016 Olympic Games. Teams 
from Australia, Cook Islands, Fiji, New Caledonia, New Zealand, Samoa, Tahiti, Papua New Guinea 
and Vanuatu are preparing to participate in the 2016 Youth World Championships being held in 
Auckland, New Zealand in December 2016.

Invitations to participate in Australian based events are always extended to our Oceania neighbours.  
In May 2016, Namoi and Isakele from the Fiji Yachting Association spent a week with instructors 
and administrators up at Noosa Yacht and Rowing Club, then joined the Australian Discover Sailing 
Instructors conference in Southport, Queensland. 

Australian Sailing employee, Sonia Robinson, on a 12 month leave of absence has taken on a 
volunteering role through Australian Volunteers for International Development, a programme funded 
by the Australian Government. As a Sailing Trainer in Fiji, Sonia is working alongside Fiji Yachting 
Association developing resources for schools, training coaches and make a great contribution to the 
Fiji sailing community. 
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SAFETY COMMITTEE

• Chris Oxenbould AO (Chair)
• Michael Cranitch
• Angus Gordon
• David Gotze
• Kevin Hanley
• David Lyons
• Adam Manders
• Jenni Maclean
• Shaun Ritson
• John Biffin
• John Easton

The National Safety Committee spent much of this year reviewing the Special Regulations for the 
2017 Blue Book. This work was conducted with significant support from various volunteer working 
parties. 

Another major item for this year was the offer of grants from the CYCA’s SOLAS Trusts which 
provided Australian Sailing the ability to initiate two projects. One was to review yacht club safety, and 
the other to create a guide for clubs on creating and implementing a safety management system.

RACING RULES AND OFFICIALS COMMITTEE

• Peter Merritt (Chair)
• Bill Bell (YV)
• Rob Ware (YV)
• Louise Davis (YQ)
• Nick Hutton (YT)
• Steven Hatch (YNSW)
• Tracey Heritage (YSA)
• John Standley (YWA)
• Richard Longbottom (YACT)
• Richard Slater (Consultant)
• Barry Johnson (Consultant)
• Ross Wilson (Consultant)

The Racing Rules and Officials Committee met once and appointed John Standley to chair a group of 
specialists to look at complex rules issues. 

Richard Slater, Barry Johnson and Ross Wilson maintained their representation at their respective 
World Sailing committees and provided a valuable link with this committee and Australian Sailing. 

The committee delegated an important project to review the race officials’ accreditation policies and 
education materials to Steven Hatch, Louise David, Ross Wilson, John Standley and Peter Merritt. 
This sub-committee worked closely with management to modernise the resources needed for this 
aspect of sailing.
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NATIONAL TRAILABLE YACHT AND SPORTSBOAT WORKING GROUP

 • John Burgess
 • Ray Jones
 • Peter Taylor

The Trailable Yacht and Sportsboat Working Group met once in July 2015 and updated the Trailable 
Yacht and Sportsboat Rule and the Class Based Handicap list. The working group also handled 
complex handicap related matters on an ad hoc basis during the year.

BOARD NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE

 • Marcus Blackmore (Chair)
 • Matt Allen  
 • David Gotze                                                                  
 • Sarah Kenny

SELECTION, REVIEW AND REMUNERATION COMMITTEE 

 • Matt Allen (Chair)
 • David Gotze                                                                  
 • Sarah Kenny

AUDIT AND RISK COMMITTEE 

 • Garry Langford (Chair Person)                            
 • David Kellett
 • Jocelyn Webb
 • Doug Kerr



AUSTRALIA DAY HONOURS 2016 

Members of the sailing community were recognised in the Australia Day Honours 2016 and Australian 
Sailing congratulates them and thanks them for their contribution to our sport.

Member (AM) in the General Division of the Order of Australia 

Mr John William WINNING

For significant service to the community through fundraising and support for charitable organisations, 
and to sailing and horse sports.

Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia in the General Division 

Mr Alan Ronald TOUGH

For service to sailing, and to the community.

Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia in the General Division

John Houston BUZAGLO

For service to sailing as a yachtsman and instructor.

2016 QUEEN’S BIRTHDAY HONOURS LIST

Australian Sailing congratulates members of the sailing community who have been recognised in the 
2016 Queen’s Birthday Honours List, for their contribution to our sport.

Officer	(AO)	in	the	General	Division	of	the	Order	of	Australia

Mr John Edwin BERTRAND AM 

For distinguished service to sports administration, particularly to swimming and sailing, to child 
welfare, to higher education, and as a mentor of young sportspersons.

Medal (OAM) of the Order of Australia in the General Division

Mr Michael Stuart CHAPMAN

For service to sailing, and to maritime organisations.

Mr Gordon Wilson INGATE

For service to sailing.

Mr Robert John SILBERBERG

For service to sailing.
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