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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 

 
 
In 2004 the Board of Yachting Australia began the development of a 4 year strategic plan. With the 
cooperation and collaboration with our member state and territory yachting associations (MYAs), we 
signed off on our 2005-2009 strategic plan. 
 
We have largely delivered on the plan to date and I thank all involved for the high level of cooperation 
that we have received. 
 
The time has now come to revisit the strategic plan and set a new direction for yachting into the future. 
The whole yachting community needs to be engaged in the both the development and execution of the 
new plan. We need to be clear in our objectives and have a focus on those things that we can 
collectively achieve.  
 
I reflect on the latest ISAF Annual Report and the comments of the President of the World’s governing 
body. “The world in which we operate will keep on being subject to rapid change, the nature of which 
maybe difficult to predict.”   
 
Yachting Australia represents a much broader community than the constituents of ISAF. We service the 
needs of those involved not only in sail but also powerboat activities. Our membership base is diverse, 
including those involved in both the sport and recreational of yachting. Our strategic plan needs to 
encompass and embrace our broad base of membership and activities throughout Australia. 
 
At Yachting Australia we acknowledge and accept there are some fundamental changes in our sport 
underway. We must deal with the challenges in front of us by continuing to build a robust and flexible 
organisation that will be relevant for today and tomorrows boating world. 
 
I encourage all involved to consider how we best deliver our services to the future. 
 
Allow me to reflect on our achievements and activities for 2006-07 year. 
 
Governance and Structure of the Sport 
 
I am confident that the Board of Yachting Australia has adhered to the strongest disciplines of 
governance and our executive team has carried the responsibility in an exemplary manner. Our active 
Audit Committee provides valuable input and benchmarking standards. 
 
Notwithstanding these positive comments we do have a constitution and structure that many would 
consider out of date and outmoded in today’s world. 
 
With the assistance of the Australian Sports Commission and its consulting partners, we are currently 
undertaking a proactive review with the aim of ‘Strengthening the delivery of sailing in Australia’. I am 
pleased that the review is gaining input and commentary from all stakeholders. It will provide is with a 
series of recommendations that we will need to consider, some of which could mean significant change 
in the way we do business. We must embrace change if it is needed. 
 
Financial 
 
We budgeted for a surplus $27,000. I am pleased to report that our final result was $117,604.  The 
financial management of this organisation is excellent.  We report monthly and on a timely basis to our 
shareholders. 
 
Yachting Australia has now met its corporate governance guidelines of retaining over $750,000 in 
reserves. The decision to hold this level of reserves was made by the Board in 2005. The decision taken 
on the basis that if we were to lose significant government funding our reserves would allow us to 
continue to operate whilst reviewing our business model. 
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Membership 
 
In last year’s Annual Report I commented that we were undertaking a review of our membership 
arrangements and that we needed to work diligently to put in place a structure that had a truly national 
footprint and was relevant in today’s changing market place. 
 
Using the tried and tested Western Australian “banding system” we have introduced a national scheme 
that will be introduced in the 2008/09 financial year. Outside Western Australia, where this system has 
been operating for some years, I am pleased that Victoria and Queensland have already embraced the 
approach, apparently with strong support from their member clubs. 
 
One of the key drivers to change the membership model has been to attempt to overcome pockets of 
non-compliance in a number of our states.  I am confident that, now the barriers to declaring the number 
of members are being removed, we will gain a much more accurate picture of the size of our 
constituency - and that it will be far in excess of the 45,000 currently registered. 
 
During the course of this year there has been some commentary in the sailing press suggesting that 
Yachting Australia’s membership fees are used to subsidise our high performance sailing. Can I clear up 
this incorrect statement.  Membership subscriptions total only 8% of our total revenue, our high 
performance and many other activities are not reliant on subscription income. 
 
Training 
 
Both the Board and our Federal assembly mutually agree that this is a core activity of Yachting 
Australia. Notwithstanding this the management and development costs of training are onerous. 
 
Last year we signed a Memorandum with the Royal Yachting Association (RYA) global leaders in the 
field of the development and delivery training. I am pleased to report that we have now concluded 
negotiations with the RYA.  With a jointly badged product we will shortly be in the marketplace with 
confidence and strong commitment to growth. 
 
Participation 
 
Without ongoing and improved participation at all levels, sailing and boating activities will decline. 
Yachting Australia, with a high level of support from its MYAs and potential commercial partners, are 
evolving a national participation program. This is the single greatest challenge that we all now face. I am 
encouraged by the single-minded purpose and collaboration of stakeholders to involve themselves in 
developing a workable plan for the future. 
 
High Performance 
 
3 years ago we at Yachting Australia developed our Olympic “Gold Medal Plan”. At time of writing this 
report we are in the final stages of announcing the sailing section of the Australian Olympic Team. 
 
The work undertaken by our high performance management team and coaches, our partners the 
Australia Sports Commission, the Australian Institute of Sport, the Bureau of Meteorology and the 
CSIRO has been world leading. Together with our commercial partners and our patrons and of course 
with the dedication of our athletes, we will send a team to China that is capable of outstanding results in 
the upcoming Olympics. 
 
Our Paralympic Sailing Team has benefited from coaching expertise from the Australian Sailing Team. I 
am pleased to report their results are encouraging and we will be strong competitors in the upcoming 
Paralympic games. 
 
Our youth development program continues to deliver outstanding results on the global stage. 
 
Partners and Sponsors 
 
I wish to record my thanks to our principle partners, the Australian Sports Commission and the Institute 
of Sport, without their funding, their advice and access to all of their intellectual property this sport could 
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not have developed the competitive strength that it clearly has over the last three years. Their 
cooperation, collaboration and counsel have been outstanding. 
 
Our generous commercial sponsors led by Audi, Hamilton Island and OAMPS, and our supporters Gill, 
Ronstan, FSE Robline and Australian Sailing have made and continue to make an enormous 
contribution to our organisation and to the sport.  I thank them all. 
 
To the generous patrons of the Australian Sailing Team, thank you for your contribution and your 
outstanding support of Yachting Australia and its athletes. 
 
Conclusion 
 
To the Chief Executive and staff of Yachting Australia, including all contracted personnel, from coaches 
to business advisors, I thank you for your contribution. 
 
To my fellow elected Board members and independent appointed directors, I thank you for your time 
and contribution to the sport. 
 
Finally, to the enormous bank of talent that support the sport on a volunteer basis, whether it be at a 
national, state or local club level your contribution is overwhelming. 
 
Good sailing!! 
 
 
 
Andrew Plympton 
President 
Yachting Australia 
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MESSAGE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION 
 
Australia, for its small population and remoteness of location, continues to confound the world with its 
achievements on the international sporting stage.  This position has been reached by the development 
of a comprehensive and effective national sport system that encourages sport and physical activity for 
all Australians and creates opportunities to enable those who are talented and motivated to reach their 
potential.  This system has evolved with the strong support of the Australian Government, State/Territory 
and local governments, the private sector and sporting organisations at all levels. 

At the national level primary responsibility for developing and directing sport lies with national sporting 
organisations.  On behalf of the Australian Government, the Australian Sports Commission plays central 
leadership, co-ordination, funding and advocacy roles in the operation of the Australian sport system, 
largely through the national sporting organisations.  Indeed the Australian Government, through the 
Commission, is the major investor in Australian sport. 
 
In 2006-07 the Australian Government, through the Commission, provided Yachting Australia with 
funding of approximately $4.3 million for the development of the sport and its continued enhancement at 
the grass-root and elite levels, including an allocation of approximately $680,000 for the Australian 
Institute of Sport Sailing program.  In addition, the Commission also provided direct support of $162,000 
to targeted athletes under the Australian Government Sports Training Grant to assist in their preparation 
for the Beijing 2008 Olympic Games. 
 
The Australian Sports Commission recognises that Yachting Australia has made great strides to 
strengthen its high performance program, generated significant additional revenue, increased the 
coaching and management support and vastly improved the effectiveness of the working relationship 
with Australian Institute of Sport staff, particularly in the area of Sports Science and Medicine.  
 
In 2006-07 the Commission was pleased to commence work with Yachting Australia on a “next 
generation” review process designed to identify opportunities, particularly those of a business or 
commercial nature to strengthen the delivery of sailing in Australia to ensure Yachting Australia 
continues to enjoy a stable and financially sound base and progresses to an even higher level of 
organisational performance.  
 
On behalf of the Commission, I look forward to working with Yachting Australia in future for the 
betterment of Australian sport. 
 

 
 
 
Mark A Peters 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Sports Commission 
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REVIEW OF OPERATIONS FOR THE 2006-2007 YEAR 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
It gives me great pleasure to present the Review of Operations for year-ending 30 June 2007. 
 
This report details the activities of Yachting Australia in the 2006-2007 year and comments on the 
progress made during the year on the strategic priorities set out in the 2005-2009 Strategic Plan and 
2006-2007 Operations Plan. 
 
KRA 1 – PARTICIPATION  
 
Membership – The following tables summarise State by State the number of Silver and Youth members 
for the 2006-2007 year and the three previous years.  Please note that the figures below relate to the 
membership year ending 31 July 2007. 
 

SILVER MEMBERS  
MYA 2004 2005 2006 2007 % change 
Northern Territory 521 547 260 185 -29% 
Queensland 6993 7078 5678 5191 -9% 
Tasmania 2626 2641 2749 2518 -8% 
Victoria 9449 9827 10179 9904 -3% 
ACT 492 488 497 590 18% 
NSW 10879 10766 10032 10131 1% 
WA 4205 4362 4452 4483 0.5% 
SA 2222 2055 2007 2134 6% 
Totals 37387 37677 35854 35136 -2% 
      
YOUTH MEMBERS 
MYA 2004 2005 2006 2007 % change 
Northern Territory 89 96 55 34 -38% 
Queensland 977 978 1006 948 -6% 
Tasmania 469 436 461 458 -0.5% 
Victoria 1987 2008 1975 1895 -4% 
ACT 172 137 149 120 -19% 
NSW 2560 2472 2260 2027 -10% 
WA 934 1065 1037 1045 0.7% 
SA 607 472 488 474 3% 
Totals 7795 7637 7431 7001 -6% 

 
During the year the Board and the Federal Assembly continued to develop a revised membership 
scheme. This will see each MYA responsible for the payment of an agreed fee to Yachting Australia, 
with the collection of the fee from its member clubs being a matter for the MYA.  The fee paid by each 
MYA is to be based on a banding system designed to assess the level of activity in clubs in each state 
and territory in Australia.  Membership cards will continue to be offered with the associated personal 
accident insurance.  It is anticipated the new scheme will be introduced in the 2008/2009 year. 
 
Work on the development of broader participation programs has been slow with a lack of agreement as 
to who should take responsibility for driving this key initiative. What is increasingly apparent is that some 
urgent action is required if sailing is to flourish.  The growth of the sport can no longer be left to chance. 
 
IT Tools – The MySailor, MyClub, MyWebsite and MyClass suite of online solutions continued to be 
offered to Yachting Australia cardholders, MYAs, affiliated Yacht Clubs and Class Associations  to help 
them manage their involvement with the sport.  MySailor allows members to update their personal 
information, view/print and renew their qualifications, maintain their own log and even buy and sell a 
boat or equipment in the on-line boatyard. MyClub and MyClass provide users with a solution to easily 
manage membership information, communicate via SMS or e-mail, handle invoicing and store other 
useful information.  MyWebsite offers members an inexpensive website hosting service. 
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KRA 2 – TRAINING 
 
MyCentre - All financial Yachting Australia Training Centres continue to have access to the MyCentre 
system and can promote their facilities and courses, enrol students at their centre, mark results and 
maintain records allowing ongoing communication with those that have attended a course or program at 
the Centre.   Work is progressing on the next stages which will allow students to enrol on line through 
this system 
 
Instructor Training –The instructor training program maintained its National Coach Accreditation 
Scheme endorsement through the Australian Sports Commission.  Several MYAs delivered the program 
to help ensure instructors were able to fulfil the requirements of the recently adopted currency policy for 
Yachting Australia Instructors.   
 
RTO – Yachting Australia submitted its proposal to the NSW Vocational Educational Training 
Accreditation Board (VETAB) in December 2006 for RTO status.  Our application was assessed during 
an on-site audit in late May and at year end was still being assessed by VETAB. 
 
US Sailing Publications – Yachting Australia continued to adapt the licensed US Sailing publications 
for the Australian market.  The second two publications “Yacht Cruising” and “Coastal Navigation” were 
released in October 2006. The fifth publication in the Series “Bareboat Cruising” became available in 
June 2007.  Our thanks go to Editor Jeff Toghill and Publisher Lyndsay Brown for their assistance. 
 
RYA and International recognition – In July 2006 Yachting Australia and the Royal Yachting 
Association (RYA) entered into a partnership for the administration and delivery of a jointly recognised 
Yacht Cruising Scheme.  The partnership will enable all Australian participants to gain international 
recognition.  It also gives rise to the need to introduce a new jointly branded, managed and recognised 
scheme which will eventually replace the two schemes currently offered by the respective parties. 
 
KRA 3: SPORT DEVELOPMENT 
 
Sailability - The Sailibility Committee and related project areas are beginning to focus on 
mainstreaming opportunities within the sport. This will be realised by MYAs adopting Disability Action 
Plans and assisting the growth of the Sailability network at club level. Yachting Australia has maintained 
its gold level status under the ASC’s Project Connect and continues to be a benchmark in sport for 
providing opportunities for all. 
 
Officiating Review – In 2006 Yachting Australia made a significant commitment to advancing a review 
of the National Officiating Program.  Some of the review recommendations will be actioned in the 
2007/2008 year such as restructuring the National Committee, supporting MYAs with their education 
programs and a Recognition of Current Competence program for existing volunteers in the sport. 
 
Coach Development - Recently Yachting Australia completed its Club Coach course which is the next 
stepping stone after the Sailing Instructor program. This course enables MYAs and Clubs to develop 
those people already involved in teaching sailing and helping them to improve their level of knowledge 
and skills as a coach. Currently being developed is the State Coach course which should be released to 
the MYAs during the next financial year.  
 
Youth Development – With the generous support of OAMPS Insurance Brokers, Yachting Australia has 
been able to make significant impact in the Youth Development area.  Existing programs such as the 
State Youth Coaching Camps have continued with great success. The Australian Youth Championship 
was conducted in Sandy Bay with high levels of participation and competition, resulting in the selection 
of an Australian Team for the 2007 ISAF Youth World Championship.  
 
The Australian Youth Olympic Festival involved sailing for the first time in Sydney in January 2007. This 
event saw many international teams arrive on our shores and provided excellent development 
opportunities for our own youth sailors. This international exposure continued with the implementation of 
a new program providing coach support to classes competing at World or similar level championships. 
The level of international focus has been balanced by significant efforts on the domestic front, which 
have seen positive relationships with the youth classes. This has resulted in initiatives in windsurfing and 
multihulls participation in Australia. 
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KRA 4: HIGH PERFORMANCE 
 
Australian Sailing Team – Following the launch in March 2006 of the Australian Sailing Team 
significant progress has been made on both water and land.  In May 2006 the Team distinguished itself 
by winning the prestigious Kings Cup as the top placed nation at the ISAF World Sailing Games in 
Austria.   
 
Class World Championship winning performances were achieved by Michael Blackburn in the Laser and 
Darren Bundock and Glenn Ashby in the Tornado class.  Tom Slingsby was runner-up at the Laser 
Worlds and Nathan Wilmot and Malcolm Page narrowly missed a “threepete” at the 470 worlds, finishing 
2nd overall. 
 
After a hectic and long European campaign the Team also gained valuable experience in Qingdao, the 
2008 Olympic venue during the first of two Olympic test events.  The year culminated in a very 
successful domestic season with Team members all claiming their respective National titles and the 
Team finishing the year ranked 2nd in the ISAF World Rankings behind Team GBR. 
 
Off water progress was made with several commercial partnerships being established.  During the year 
Gill, Ronstan, Hamilton Island and Audi joined us as supporting partners and our relationships have 
evolved positively as the final year of the Olympic cycle begins.  In addition, the Team attracted the 
support of nine Patrons who have committed financial resources and their personal energies and 
expertise to helping the Team succeed on the journey to the 2008 Olympic Games.  The Patrons 
involved are as follows: 
 

• Bob Oatley • Lisa Hill 
• Sandy Oatley • Simon McKeon 
• Richard Perini • John Calvert-Jones 
• Martin Hill • Marcus Blackmore 

 
One Patron has asked not to be identified. 
 
Members of the Australian Sailing Team for 2006/2007 were: 
 

Athlete State Class 
Nathan Wilmot NSW 470 – M 
Malcolm Page NSW 470 – M 
Mat Belcher QLD 470 – M 
Nick Behrens TAS / QLD 470 – M 
Elise Rechichi WA 470 – W 
Tessa Parkinson WA 470 – W 
Michael Blackburn NSW Laser 
Tom Slingsby NSW Laser 
Sarah Blanck VIC Laser Radial 
Krystal Weir VIC Laser Radial 
Jessica Crisp NSW (based overseas) RS-X 
Allison Shreeve NSW RS-X 
Iain Murray NSW Star 
Andrew Palfrey NSW Star 
Darren Bundock NSW Tornado 
Glenn Ashby VIC Tornado 
Nicky Bethwaite NSW Yngling 
Karyn Gojnich NSW Yngling 
Angela Farrell NSW Yngling 
Nathan Outteridge NSW 49er 
Ben Austin NSW 49er 
Brendan Casey QLD Finn 
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Top 3 finishes by members of the Australian Sailing Team or Australian Sailing Development Squad in 
the 2006 – 2007 year were: 
 

Event Class Athlete Place 
2006 

Asia Pacific Championship Laser Michael Blackburn 1st

Laser Michael Blackburn 3rd

470 Men Mat Belcher & 
Nick Behrens 

1st

Elise Rechichi & 
Tessa Parkinson 

1st470 Women 

Lauren Jefferies & 
Rike Ziegelmayer 

2nd

Kiel Week 

Tornado Darren Bundock & 
Glenn Ashby 

1st

European Championship Tornado Darren Bundock & 
Glenn Ashby 

2nd

Michael Blackburn 1stLaser 
Tom Slingsby 2nd

World Championship 

470 Men Nathan Wilmot & 
Malcolm Page 

2nd

 Tornado Darren Bundock & 
Glenn Ashby 

1st

Brendan Casey 1stLaser 
Laser Jye Murray 2nd

Mat Belcher & 
Nick Behrens 

1st470 Men 
470 Men 

Nathan Wilmot & 
Malcolm Page 

2nd

Sail Brisbane  

Laser Radial Gabrielle King 3rd

RS:X Men Michael Lancey 3rd

Allison Shreeve 1stRS:X Women 
 Alisha Kawalla 2nd

Laser Tom Slingsby 1st

Laser Radial Sarah Blanck 1st

Mat Belcher & 
Nick Behrens 

1st470 Men 
 

Nathan Wilmot & 
Malcolm Page 

3rd

Nathan Outteridge 
& Ben Austin 

1st49er 

Will Phillips & Jon 
Newman 

3rd

Sydney International Regatta  

Yngling Nicky Bethwaite, 
Karyn Gojnich & 
Angela Farrell 

1st

2007 
Michael Blackburn 1stLaser 

 Tom Slingsby 2nd

Krystal Weir 1stLaser Radial 
 Sarah Blanck 2nd

Mat Belcher & 
Nick Behrens 

1st

Australian Championship  

470 Men 
 

Nathan Wilmot & 
Malcolm Page 

2nd
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Event Class Athlete Place 

49er Nathan Outteridge 
& Ben Austin 

1st

Finn Brendan Casey 1st

Australian Championship 
(Continued) 

Yngling Nicky Bethwaite, 
Karyn Gojnich & 
Angela Farrell 

1st

RS:X Women Allison Shreeve 3rd

Laser Radial Krystal Weir 1st

 Gabrielle King 2nd

470 Men Mat Higgins & Tim 
Lynch 

2nd

Sail Melbourne 

49er Will Phillips & Jon 
Newman 

1st

Sail Auckland  Laser Radial Krystal Weir 1st

Tom Slingsby 2ndLaser 
Michael Blackburn 3rd

470 Men Mat Belcher & 
Nick Behrens 

2nd

Miami OCR  

Tornado Darren Bundock & 
Glenn Ashby 

1st

Nathan Wilmot & 
Malcolm Page 

2nd470 Men 

Mat Belcher & 
Nick Behrens 

3rd

North American Championship  

Tornado Darren Bundock & 
Glenn Ashby 

2nd

Laser Michael Blackburn 3rdPrincess Sofia Trophy  
 Tornado Darren Bundock & 

Glenn Ashby 
1st

West Hemisphere Championship Star Iain Murray & 
Andrew Palfrey 

3rd

Michael Blackburn 1stHyeres Regatta  Laser 
Tom Slingsby 2nd

RS:X  Women Jessica Crisp 2nd

Laser Tom Slingsby 1st
Holland Regatta  

49er Nathan Outteridge 
& Ben Austin 

2nd

European Championship Laser Tom Slingsby 1st

Laser Michael Blackburn 1st

Krystal Weir 2ndLaser Radial 
Sarah Blanck 3rd

Mat Belcher & 
Nick Behrens 

2nd470 Men 

Nathan Wilmot & 
Malcolm Page 

3rd

Kiel Week  

470 Women Elise Rechichi & 
Tessa Parkinson 

2nd

RS:X Women Jessica Crisp 3rd

Laser Tom Slingsby 1st

470 Men Nathan Wilmot & 
Malcolm Page 

1st

ISAF World Championship  

49er Nathan Outteridge 
& Ben Austin 

3rd

 
Australian Institute of Sport – Yachting Australia and the Australian Sailing Team have received 
outstanding assistance from the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS). The Australian Sailing Team is the 
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AIS Sailing Team Program and has significantly benefited from added financial support for both athlete 
programs and capital equipment.  The Team has also benefited from the involvement of several leading 
AIS personnel who have been able to travel to various regattas and provide key support services. The 
program has also enjoyed support through the CSIRO and Bureau of Meteorology which has 
complimented the support services of the AIS.  Our relationship with the Australian Sports Commission 
and the AIS is at an all time high and has been fundamental to our achievements in the last twelve 
months. 
 
State High Performance Programs (SHHP) – State based high performance programs have continued 
to operate in Western Australia, South Australia, New South Wales and Victoria with targeted support 
also provided in Tasmania and NT.  These programs have been complimented by support from various 
partners including the Western Australian Institute of Sport, Yachting WA and Royal Freshwater Bay 
Yacht Club in WA, the South Australian Institute of Sport and Yachting SA in South Australia, the NSW 
Institute of Sport and Yachting NSW in NSW and Yachting Victoria in Victoria.  
 
Following extensive discussions with Yachting Queensland Adrian Finglas was contracted as a high 
performance coach for the program in Queensland.  This program is in its infancy but we are confident 
significant progress can be made in the coming months. 
 
Australian Youth Team – A team of 10 athletes attended the 2006 ISAF World Youth Sailing 
Championship in Weymouth, Great Britain; 12-21 July. The Team’s results were: 
 

Athlete Class Place 
Belinda Kerl & Chelsea Hall Girls 420 1st

Max Taylor & Sam Kivell Boys 420 2nd

Jason Waterhouse & Jeremy Roberts Open Hobie 16 4th

Gabrielle King Girls Laser Radial 5th

Jye Murray Boys Laser 19th

Alisha Kawalla Board Girls 10th

James Levy Board Boys 19th

 
The Team was also the third best nation overall thereby winning the Bronze medal for the ‘Volvo 
Trophy’. 
  
KRA 5: COMPETITION 
 
Yachting Australia Events – Six Yachting Australia owned events were held during the period. The 
venues, dates and winners are provided below. Full details and results can be found on the Yachting 
Australia website.  
 

2006 Australian Schools Team Racing Championship 
• Venue: Royal Yacht Club of Victoria, VIC 
• 29th June – 3rd July, 2006 
• Winner: Christ Church Grammar School 

 
2006 Australian Team Racing Championship 
• Venue: Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, NSW 
• 1st – 4th June, 2006 
• Winner: Western Australia’s 'Team Tasker' (led by Luc Tasker, with Keith Swinton, Luke 

Parkinson, Jay Halligan, Brenton Rechichi and Brett Sharpe 
 

2006 Australian Youth Match Racing Championship 
• Venue: South of Perth Yacht Club, WA 
• 5th – 9th October, 2006 
• Winner: Evan Walker , Kyle Langford, Robert Gibbs & Ted Hackney 

 
2006 Australian Women’s Match Racing Championship 
• Venue: Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, NSW 
• 27th – 30th September, 2006 
• Winner: RPAYC, Sydney 
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2006 Australian Match Racing Championship 
• Venue: Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, NSW 
• 30th September – 4th October, 2006 
• Winner: Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, NSW 

 
2007 Australian Youth Championship 
• Sandy Bay Sailing Club, TAS 
• 6th – 10th January 2007 

 
EVENT WINNERS 
Laser Radial Mixed • Event & Australian Winner: Matthew Brown (NSW) 
Laser Radial Girls  • Event & Australian Winner: Gabrielle King (NSW) 
Laser • Event & Australian Winner: Jye Murray (NSW) 
420 Mixed • Event & Australian Winner: Peter Gilmour & Andrew Noe (WA) 
29er Boys • Event & Australian Winner: Luke Parkinson & Paul Kelly (WA) 
29er Girls • Event & Australian Winner: Hannah Nattrass & Michelle Muller (NSW) 
Hobiecat • Event & Australian Winner: Jason Waterhouse & Michael McCormick (NSW)
Sailboard • Event & Australian Winner: Alisha Kawalla (NSW) 
470  • Event & Australian Winner: David Fletcher (TAS) 

 
Audi IRC Australian Championship – The year saw a significant restructuring of the IRC 
Championships.  Previously a single event, plans to introduce a series came to fruition through the 
initiative of Audi Australia, generously supporting a four event series of major IRC Events.  A points-
score system was developed to determine the Australian IRC Champion. The 2007 title was won by Rod 
Jones on his Archembault 35 ALEGRIA. The four events involved were: 
 

• Skandia Geelong Week (RGYC) 
• Audi Sydney Harbour Regatta (MHYC) 
• Audi Sydney Gold Coast Yacht Race (CYCA); and  
• Audi Hamilton Island Race Week (HIYC).  

 
The series will be repeated next year under a similar format and will continue to enjoy the generous 
support of Audi Australia. 
 
Sail Down Under – Various Class World Championships are scheduled to be held in Australia in early 
2008.  Yachting Australia has provided some promotional and financial support to each of the organising 
authorities including the development of the Sail Down Under website. 
 
Offshore Rating Certificates – The increase in the number of boats rating under IRC continued during 
the year and the number of IMS certificates further decreased.  
 

IMS IRC State 
2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2006-07 

NSW 92 68 32 17 182 200 228 215 
VIC 14 10 5 3 93 113 120 121 
QLD 3 3 0 1 39 52 50 77 
SA 6 1 1 2 22 39 39 36 
WA 0 1 0  53 51 57 58 
NT 0 5 0 2 1 1 0 17 
TAS 13 0 2  10 27 24 1 
 128 88 40 25 400 483 518 525 

 
Note: The data detailed above relates to the period 1 May 2006 to 30 April 2007. 
 
International & Recognised Classes – Funding for crews in the International & Recognised Classes 
was again offered with grants totalling $35,000 provided to 15 athletes. 
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KRA 6 – COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS 
 
Australian Yachting Awards – The 2007 Australian Yachting Awards were held in late May in Sydney.   
The event was attending by nearly 200 people including MYA Presidents, Club Commodores, corporate 
guests and various friends of Yachting Australia.   The voting academy consisted of Matt Allen, Vanessa 
Dudley, Sir James Hardy, Nick Hutton, Tom King, Michael McLean and John Savage. The finalists and 
winners are listed at Attachment 8. 
 
E-newsletters - Nautical News continued to be published each month during the period.  The e-mail 
based newsletter is distributed to over 23,000 people each month.  

 
Yachting Australia Website – The website continued to be used as a key communications mechanism 
for Yachting Australia and is regularly updated with news stories, key information for members and 
details on upcoming and past events and our various programs and initiatives.  
 
Websites - All MYAs have websites developed and hosted by Yachting Australia.  MYA staff manage 
these sites, providing local content with national and international information provided as part of the 
framework.  In addition the MyWebsite service provides a cost effective system for hosting and 
developing websites to all affiliated organisations.    
 
Licensing – Yachting Australia in partnership with Innovative Marketing Solutions (IMS) secured the 
organisation’s first licensing partner Syncan for the production and distribution of a sunscreen lotion. 
 
Funding – Yachting Australia continued to receive significant funding support from the Australian Sports 
Commission and the Australian Institute of Sport.  Additional support was made available during the year 
for the purchase of various specialised equipment and coach boats which will all be used as part of our 
2008 Olympic program.  Yachting Australia also received targeted grant funding from the Australian 
Olympic Committee and the Australian Paralympic Committee. 

 
KRA 7 – MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE 
 
Federal Assembly – The Federal Assembly met on four occasions during the year. See Attachment 1 
for details of timing and representatives.  
 
Board – The Yachting Australia Board met on no less than nine occasions. Details of attendances are 
provided at Attachment 4.  
  
National Committees – Each of the National Committees met during the year with the several meetings 
being held in conjunction with the May Federal Assembly meeting. 
 
Planning –There was recognition during the year that there was poor understanding amongst current 
stakeholders of the planning processes that have been adopted by Yachting Australia.  Many current 
MYA Presidents had not been involved during the development and adoption by the MYAs of the 
Strategic Plan in early 2005 and were not aware of the content or direction.  This highlighted the need 
for an improved system for the transfer of knowledge as individuals, either paid or voluntary, move in 
and out of the system. 
 
The need for a new strategic plan with full buy in from the broader yachting community has been clearly 
identified.  Work will continue on this during the coming year. 
 
Representation – Yachting Australia continued to represent the interests of yachting at the national level 
through attendance at meetings of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) Advisory Committee, 
Australian Search and Rescue (AusSAR) Consultative Council, and the National Marine Safety 
Committee (NMSC Industry Advisory Committee).   
 
Tony Mooney represented Yachting Australia at the Australian Search and Rescue (AusSAR) 
Consultative Council and Fiona Medwin represented the sport at the Australia and New Zealand Safe 
Boating Education Group (ANZSBEG). 
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Yachting Australia continued to be well represented at an international level by Executive Board Member 
David Kellett and Council Member and Racing Rules Committee Chairman David Tillett.  A full list of 
delegates who are involved with the ISAF Committees is provided at Attachment 7.   
 
Staffing – A table showing the staff employed at Yachting Australia at 30 June 2006 is attached as 
Attachment 6.  
 
Finance – The audited financial statements for Yachting Australia for the 12-month period to 30 June 
2007 are attached as Attachment 9. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
The 2006/2007 year has been a particularly busy one for Yachting Australia with progress made in all 
areas of our operation.  I would like to express my thanks to the staff of Yachting Australia who have 
worked tirelessly throughout the year to advance their respective responsibilities. 
 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank the Board of Yachting Australia, and in particular President 
Andrew Plympton, for their guidance and counsel during the year.   
 
 
 
Phil Jones 
CEO 
Yachting Australia 
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ATTACHMENT 1 
YACHTING AUSTRALIA 

SCHEDULE OF MEMBERS 

 
Yachting New South Wales  
PO Box 6450 
Silverwater  NSW   2128 
Email:  yansw.office@nsw.yachting.org.au
http://www.nsw.yachting.org.au/
 
 
Yachting Northern Territory  
PO Box 127 
Parap   NT   0804 
Email:  ntya.office@int.yachting.org.au
http://www.nt.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Queensland 
PO Box 5462 
Manly   QLD   4179  
Email:  office@qldyachting.org.au
http://www.qldyachting.org.au/
 
 
Yachting South Australia 
PO Box 6135 Halifax Street 
Adelaide   SA   5000 
Email:  yacht_sa@bigpond.net.au
http://www.sa.yachting.org.au/
 
 
Yachting Tasmania 
PO Box 384 
Beauty Point   TAS   7270 
Email:  tya.office@tas.yachting.org.au
http://www.tas.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Victoria 
PO Box 83 
Sandringham   VIC   3191 
Email:  boating@yachtingvictoria.com.au
http://www.vic.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Australian Capital Territory 
PO Box 7169 
Yarralumla   ACT   2600 
Email:  act@yachting.org.au
http://www.act.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Western Australia 
Box 3073 
PO Broadway 
Nedlands   WA   6909 
Email:  yawa.office@wa.yachting.org.au
http://www.wa.yachting.org.au
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 

AGM and Federal Assembly Meetings 
 

July 2006 – June 2007 
 

MYA Representative Federal 
Assembly 

Federal 
Assembly 

AGM Federal 
Assembly 

Federal 
Assembly 

  12 July 
2006 

1 Sept 
2006 

20 Oct 
2006 

9 March 
2007 

27 May 
2007 

YQ       
 Dayle Smith D D D D D 
 Glen Somerville O O - O - 
 Bruce Chapman O - - - - 
 David Thomson - - - - O 
YNSW       
 Lyndsay Brown D D D D D 
 Stephen Leahy O O - O O 
 Roger Hickman - - - O O 
 Fred Bevis - - - - O 
YNT       
 Gary Martin D D - D D 
 Matt O’Brien Punch - - - - - 
YSA       
 Allan Walters D O - - - 
 Bob Heywood - D - D D 
 John Woollatt - - D - - 
 John Johnston - - - O O 
YT       
 Nick Hutton D D D - - 
 Alastair Douglas - - - D D 
 Bob Silberberg O O - O O 
YV       
 John Burgess D D - - - 
 David Gotze - O D D D 
 Ross Kilborn O O O - - 
YWA       
 Alan Tough D - D D D 
 Tony Claydon O O O O O 
 John McQueen - D - - - 
YACT       
 Peter Russell D - - D D 
 Matt Owen O D - O - 

 
Key: 
 
D = Delegate 
O = Observer 
- = Did not attend 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 

YACHTING AUSTRALIA DIRECTORS  
2006-2007 

 

The Yachting Australia Directors for the 2006-2007 year were as follows: 
 

• Andrew Plympton (Elected Director) - President 
 

• John Flower (Elected Director) 
 

• Nick Hutton (Elected Director) 
 

• Rupert Leslie (Elected Director) – Treasurer (from May 20007) 
 

• Wally Rantanen (Elected Director) 
 

• Adrienne Cahalan (Nominated Director) 
 

• David Kellett (Nominated Director) 
 

• Tom King (Nominated Director) 
 

• David Tillett (ex officio – ISAF Council Delegate) 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

Board Meetings Venues and Attendance 
 

July 2006 – June 2007: 
 

 2006 2007 
          
MONTH July August October December February March April May June 
DATE 12 31 20 8 8 & 9 9 20 25 29 

Lo
ca

tio
n 

S
yd

ne
y 

B
ris

ba
ne

 

S
yd

ne
y 

S
yd

ne
y 

S
yd

ne
y 

S
yd

ne
y 

S
yd

ne
y 

S
yd

ne
y 

S
yd

ne
y 

Andrew 
Plympton 

√ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

Fred Bevis1 √ √ √ - - - - - - 

Adrienne 
Cahalan2

√ x x √ √ x √ √ √ 

John   
Flower 

√ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

David 
Kellett2

√ X √ x x √ √ √ √ 

Tom King2 √ x √ √ x √ x √ √ 

Rupert 
Leslie 

√ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

Wally 
Rantanen 

√ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

Nick Hutton3 - - √ √ √ √ √ √ √ 

David Tillett4 

(ex-officio) 
x x x x x x x x x 

 
Key:  √ attended meeting  x  did not attend meeting   
 
 
Notes:  
 
1. Term ended as a Director 
2. Nominated Director 
3. Elected as a Director 20 October 2006 and attended October meeting as Board member elect 
4. Attends Board Meetings as ISAF Councillor at the invitation of the President 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 

YACHTING AUSTRALIA COMMITTEES  
2006-2007  

 
NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
 
• National Training Committee 
• National Sailability Committee 
• National Safety Committee 
• Racing Rules Committee 
• Race Officials Committee 
• National Team Racing Committee 
• National Match Racing Committee 
• Offshore Keelboat Policy Committee 
• National Youth Committee 
• National Trailable Yacht and SportsBoat Policy Committee 
 
BOARD COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee 
 

Rupert Leslie - Chairman 
Wally Rantanen 
David Ritchard (Independent Member) 
Geoff Totterdell (Independent Member) 
John Allanson (Independent Member) 

 
Athletes Committee 

 
Tom King – Chairman 
Dean McAullay – Deputy Chairman 
Sarah Blanck 
Andrew Palfrey 
Nathan Outteridge 

 

Note:   Delegates to National Committees are nominated by their respective Member Yachting 
Associations (MYAs).  Please refer to the Yachting Australia website or the respective 
MYA for details of each appointed delegate. 
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ATTACHMENT 6 
 

 
Key Yachting Australia personnel  

as at 30 June 2007: 
 

POSITION NAME COMMENCED 

Business Services   
Chief Executive Phil Jones January 1997 
General Manager Alastair Snell July 2005 
Marketing Manager Vanessa Wilson October 2006 
Marketing Services Coordinator Lara Watts June 2006 
Executive Services Coordinator * Carly Hargraves March 2001 
Finance Coordinator Jeannie Lee February 2007 
Administration Services Coordinator Stewart Wood May 2007 
Executive Assistant Monique Schafer February 2007 
Olympic & Paralympic Program   
Olympic Sailing Director  Michael Jones March 2006 
Olympic Sailing Manager # Rob Brown March 2006 
Olympic Program - Senior Coordinator Katie Culbert January 2001 
Olympic & Paralympic Program Coordinator  Sarina Macpherson 

(nee O’Brien) 
March 2006 

Australian Sailing Team Technical Coordinator Michael Dunstan April 2007 
Boat Equipment Technican # Simon Smith April 2007 
Sport Science/Sports Medicine Coordinator # Donna Jones March 2006 
Australian Sailing Team Head Coach Victor Kovalenko January 1997 
Australian Sailing Team Coach  # Ian Neely December 2006 
Australian Sailing Team Coach  - 49ers # Emmett Lazich March 2007 
Australian Sailing Team Coach  - Yngling # Dave Adams March 2007 
Australian Sailing Team Coach Arthur Brett December 2005 
Australian Sailing Team Coach # Mike Fletcher December 2005 
Paralympic Program Coordinator # Greg Omay December 2005 
South Australia State Institute Coach Brendan Todd January 2004 
Queensland State High Performance Program Coach #  Adrian Finglas February 2007 
Victoria State High Performance Program Coach  Vacant - 
Sport Services   
Sport Services Manager Glen Stanaway May 2006 
Sport Services Coordinator - High Performance Natalie Francis August 2004 
Sport Services Coordinator - Technical Bob Chapman July 2006 
Sport Services Assistant Tatiana Kovalenko March 2002 
Technical Consultant Tony Mooney April 2003 
Training   
National Training Manager Vacant - 
Training Administration Assistant Lyndal O’Keeffe July 2006 

 
Key: 
 
*  = Maternity Leave 
#  = Contractor 
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ATTACHMENT 7 
 

ISAF, ISAF COMMITTEE DELEGATES and ISAF FORUMS 
 

COMMITTEE DELEGATE ATTENDED NOV 06 
Council David Tillett Yes 

Executive David Kellett Yes 

• Coaches Commission None  

• International Regulations Commission None  

• Medical Commission Stephen Wilson Yes 

• Sailor Classification Commission None  

Audit  None  

Constitution None  

Equipment Darren Dunkley-Smith 

Mark Pryke 

Resigned 

Yes 

• Class Rule Sub-Committee David Brookes Yes 

• Equipment Control Sub-Committee Barry Johnson 

David Lyons 

Yes 

Yes 

Events Phil Jones Yes 

• Sail Rankings Sub Committee Darren Dunkley-Smith Resigned 

• Team Racing Sub-Committee None  

• Youth World Championships Sub-Committee Sue Thompson No 

ISAF Classes David Brookes 

Darren Dunkley-Smith 

Yes 

Resigned 

Match Racing None  

• Match Race Rankings Sub-Committee None  

Offshore David Lyons Yes 

• Empirical Handicap Sub-Committee None  

• Oceanic Sub-Committee None  

• Offshore Training Advisory Panel Tony Mooney Yes 

• Special Regulations Sub-Committee None  

Race Officials None  

• International Judges Sub-Committee None  

• International Measures Sub-Committee None  

• International Umpires Sub-Committee None  

• Race Management Sub-Committee Mark Pryke Yes 

Racing Rules David Tillett Yes 

Regional Games Kevin Wood Resigned 

Windsurfing Phil Jones Yes 

Women’s Sailing None  

Youth and Development Sue Thompson No 

Review Board David Tillett  

Women's Forum Sue Thompson No 
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ATTACHMENT 8 
 

2007 AUSTRALIAN YACHTING AWARDS  
WINNERS AND FINALISTS 

 
FEMALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - WINNER 
 
Sarah Blanck (VIC)  
Sarah switched to the Laser Radial class in 2005 after being our highest place Olympian in 
Athens with a 4th in the Europe class, a class in which she was World Champion in 2002. In 2006 
she won a Bronze medal at the ISAF World Sailing Games, won the Laser Radial class at the 
Sydney International Regatta and won the Australian Laser Radial Championships. She is 
currently ranked 4th in the world in the Laser Radial class and is co-captain of the Australian 
Sailing Team. 
 
FEMALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - FINALISTS 
 
Nicky Souter (NSW)  
In 2006, Nicky won the Australian Women’s Match Racing Championship was placed 4th at the 
ISAF Nations Cup and 2nd at the Yngling Australian Championships. In 2007 she advanced her 
sailing career to win the Harken International Women’s Match Racing Championship, Audi 
Sydney Harbour Regatta on Wild Oats and took line honours and handicap on Wild Oats XI at the 
Pittwater to Coffs Harbour Yacht Race. 
 
Elise Rechichi & Tessa Parkinson (WA)  
At 20 years of age, Australian Sailing Team members Elise and Tessa already have a string of 
awards and titles to their names. In 2006 they won the 470 women’s division at Kiel Week in 
Germany for the second year in a row. This was followed by a Silver medal at the ISAF World 
Sailing Games. They are currently ranked 10th in the world in 470 Women’s class. 
 
Krystal Weir (VIC)  
Krystal was Yachting Australia’s 2004 ‘Australian Female Sailor of the Year’ and in 2006 joined 
the Australian Sailing Team. 2007 is already off to great start with wins at the Australian Laser 
Championships, Sail Melbourne and Sail Auckland. She is currently ranked 7th in the world in the 
Laser Radial class. 
 
MALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - WINNER 
 
Darren Bundock (NSW) and Glenn Ashby (VIC)  
Australian Sailing Team members, Darren and Glenn have only been competing together since 
2005 but in that time they have become a formidable force in the Tornado class. In 2006 they won 
the Princess Sofia Trophy, Kiel Week, and the Tornado World Championships whilst coming in 
second place at the Holland Regatta, Tornado European Championships and the Tornado South 
American Championships. In 2007 they have already won the Rolex Miami OCR and the Princess 
Sofia Trophy. These wins have all contributed to the pairs’ world number one ranking in the 
Tornado class. 
  
MALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - FINALISTS 
 
Brett Beyer (NSW)  
Brett is an international sailing coach as well as a sailor. In 2006 he won the Laser Master World 
Championship for the third time in a row and in 2007 he won the NSW State Championships, the 
Metropolitan Championships and was placed 2nd at Sail Melbourne. 
 
Michael Blackburn (NSW)  
Michael is a member of the Australian Sailing Team and in 2006 had an outstanding season with 
wins at the Singapore Laser Trophy, Asia Pacific Laser Championships, Laser World 
Championships and the Australian Laser Championships. In 2007 he has been placed third at 
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