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YACHTING AUSTRALIA INC 
DIRECTORS 2005-2006 

 

The Yachting Australia Directors for the 2005-2006 year were: 
 

• Andrew Plympton (Elected Director) - President 
 

• Fred Bevis (Elected Director) 
 

• John Flower (Elected Director) 
 

• Rupert Leslie (Elected Director) 
 

• Wally Rantanen (Elected Director) 
 

• Adrienne Cahalan (Nominated Director) 
 

• David Kellett (Nominated Director) 
 

• Tom King (Nominated Director) 
 

• David Tillett (ex officio – ISAF Council Delegate) 
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YACHTING AUSTRALIA INC 
SCHEDULE OF MEMBERS 

 
Yachting New South Wales  
PO Box 537 
Glebe   NSW   2037 
Email:  yansw.office@nsw.yachting.org.au
http://www.nsw.yachting.org.au/
 
 
Yachting Northern Territory  
PO Box 127 
Parap   NT   0804 
Email:  ntya.office@int.yachting.org.au
http://www.nt.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Queensland 
PO Box 5462 
Manly   QLD   4179  
Email:  office@qldyachting.org.au
http://www.qldyachting.org.au/
 
 
Yachting South Australia 
PO Box 6135 Halifax Street 
Adelaide   SA   5000 
Email:  yacht_sa@bigpond.net.au
http://www.sa.yachting.org.au/
 
 
Yachting Tasmania 
PO Box 384 
Beauty Point   TAS   7270 
Email:  tya.office@tas.yachting.org.au
http://www.tas.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Victoria 
PO Box 83 
Sandringham   VIC   3191 
Email:  boating@yachtingvictoria.com.au
http://www.vic.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Australian Capital Territory 
244 La Perouse Street 
Red Hill   ACT   2603 
Email:  act@yachting.org.au
http://www.act.yachting.org.au
 
 
Yachting Western Australia 
Box 3073 
PO Broadway 
Nedlands   WA   6909 
Email:  yawa.office@wa.yachting.org.au
http://www.wa.yachting.org.au
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YACHTING AUSTRALIA INC 
NATIONAL AND BOARD COMMITTEES 2005-2006  

 
NATIONAL COMMITTEES 
 
• National Training Committee 
• National Sailability Committee 
• National Safety Committee 
• Racing Rules Committee 
• Race Officials Committee 
• National Team Racing Committee 
• National Match Racing Committee 
• Offshore Keelboat Policy Committee 
• National Youth Committee 
• National Trailable Yacht and SportsBoat Policy Committee 
 
BOARD COMMITTEES 

Audit Committee • 

• 

 
Fred Bevis - Chairman 
Wally Rantanen 
David Ritchard (Independent Member) 
Geoff Totterdell (Independent Member) 
John Allanson (Independent Member) 

 
Athletes Committee 

 
Tom King – Chairman 
Dean McAullay – Deputy Chairman 
Scott Babbage 
Sarah Blanck 
Nathan Outteridge 
Peter Thompson 

 

Note:   Delegates to National Committees are nominated by their respective Member Yachting 
Associations.  Please refer to the Yachting Australia Website or MYAs for details of delegates. 
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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
I recently reviewed the ISAF Annual Report. The Report lists the 2005 World Champions in the ISAF 
International and Recognised Classes, covering some 150 Classes from Lasers to Farr 40’s. 
 
Australians hold 15 of these titles, the next nation is France with 13 and Great Britain with 9. A 
remarkable result, coupled with our results in Youth and Olympic results and our win at the ISAF World 
Sailing Games in May this year, this gives a good indication on the impact we have on the sailing around 
the World. 
 
Overlay these results with the activities of Australians on all forms of committees, and involved in the 
global management of the sport, we can be proud of our achievements both on and off the water. 
 
In his Review of Operations, the CEO has provided detailed analysis and comment in his report. From 
my perspective, reflecting over the last year the following are the highlights: 
 
1. The upgrade of our Training Programs and the recent agreement with the RYA. We still have 

many issues to address but are better placed than any time in our past 

2. The implementation of the Gold Medal Plan, establishment of the Australian Sailing Team and 
employment of key professionals in elite performance area. 

3. The success in generating key sponsorship and support from major corporations and key 
companies within the sailing industry. 

4. The financial and mentoring assistance from our Patrons, further enhancing our position as a force 
in the upcoming Olympics and Paralympics. 

5. The development and implementation of a Plan for youth sailing and outstanding performances at 
World level. 

6. An on-going, strong and rewarding relationship with the AIS and ASC and the substantial increase 
of support from the Federal Government, both financial and in kind. 

7. The ability to again generate surplus funds and produce a result that was ahead of budget, as the 
organisation has have done consistently in recent years.  

8. The development, implementation, management and monitoring of a new a Strategic Plan and the 
application of strong corporate governance standards, maintaining our position as one of the best 
managed sports in Australia. 

9. The provision of assistance and support to our Member Yachting Associations 

 
Notwithstanding a positive year we have some real issues to address for the future 
 
1. Membership - We have established a working group to review how we best fund ourselves for the 

future. This review has been underway for some 12 months .We need to reach conclusions rapidly 
and implement change. We need a truly national approach with a high level of cooperation with 
our Member Yachting Associations. 

2. Constitution – We have recognised the need for a full review of our Constitution. We need to 
bring this matter forward on our planning and commit resources to the review. 

3. Officials - We have undertaken an initial review of our National Officiating Program. To implement 
change and enhance our position nationally we will need extra funds. This will become a critical 
issue during 2006/2007. We are blessed with an amazing volunteer base but we need to commit 
professional resources. 

4. Participation and Promotion - We have created an initial working relationship with the Boating 
Industry Association. This relationship must be developed and nurtured. 

5. Racing - we have witnessed a downturn in yacht racing globally. ISAF and national bodies are 
working to improve the position. Yachting Australia will play a role along with the MYAs in an effort 
to remedy this decline. 
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In closing my thanks to: 
 
• all those who have given so generously of their time, energy and expertise to assist the sport 

during the year, particularly those who gave their time on special and one-off projects.  

• the Board, our Committees and those that have represented Yachting Australia so ably 
domestically and internationally. 

• the staff, contractors and consultants of Yachting Australia, with special thanks in particular Phil 
Jones, our long-serving and dedicated CEO. 

 
 
Andrew Plympton 
President  
Yachting Australia 
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MESSAGE FROM THE AUSTRALIAN SPORTS COMMISSION 
 
The Australian Government is a strong supporter of Australian sport.  The Australian Sports Commission 
(ASC) is the government body that develops, manages and invests in sport at all levels in Australia.   
 
The ASC funds and works closely with a range of national sporting organisations, state and local 
governments, schools and community bodies to ensure sport is well run and accessible so that 
everyone can participate and enjoy the benefits. The ASC upholds the integrity of sport through many 
innovative programs to promote ethical sporting practices and sport free of performance-enhancing 
drugs.  
 
During 2005-06, the Australian Government, through the ASC, supported Yachting Australia through 
funding of $3,164,000 for the development of the sport and its continued enhancement at the grass-root 
and elite levels, including the Australian Institute of Sport (AIS) sailing program.  A significant increase in 
the AIS sailing program allocations for 2005-06, now allows the program to be based in Europe for 
longer periods, so as to access more formidable international competition. 
 
The ASC has provided almost $675,000 over three years to support the YA membership growth 
program, “OnBoard”. With funding terminating in June 2005, the ASC acknowledges that over the past 
year, Yachting Australia has continued its commitment to the concept with support for the program from 
its own resources.  
 
The ASC has also worked closely with Yachting Australia to develop a National Disability Action Plan for 
sailing, with initiatives in all areas of sailing for people with disabilities to create sport pathways and to 
break down the barriers to participation.  
 
The Australian Sports Commission looks forward to a continued winning partnership with Yachting 
Australia.  
 
 
 
Mark A Peters 
Chief Executive Officer 
Australian Sports Commission 
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Winning  
Partnership

The Australian Sports Commission  
is the Australian Government  
agency that develops, manages  
and invests in sport at all levels in 
Australia. Yachting Australia has  
worked closely with the Australian 
Sports Commission to develop  
sailing from community participation to 
high-level performance.

The Australian Sports Commission 
proudly supports Yachting Australia

Yachting Australia is one of many 
national sporting organisations  
that has formed a winning 
partnership with the Australian 
Sports Commission to develop its 
sport in Australia.



REVIEW OF OPERATIONS FOR THE 2005-2006 YEAR 
 
INTRODUCTION 
 
It gives me great pleasure to present the CEOs Review at the end of another very busy year for 
Yachting Australia. Ours is a people business and during the year we appointed Alastair Snell, Glen 
Stanaway, Rob Brown and Michael Jones to key management positions in the organisation. All have 
made a great contribution and I would like to express my thanks to them and all those that work so hard 
for the sport, either both professionally and as volunteers.  
 
We have again enjoyed the generous support of the Australian Sports Commission (ASC), the 
Australian Institute of Sport (AIS), the Australian Olymypic Committee (AOC) and the Australian 
Paralympic Committee (APC). We are grateful as always for the continued funding and constructive 
contribution that these organisations make to Yachting Australia.  
 
During the year we began the implementation of our Gold Medal Plan and launched the Australian 
Sailing Team. We have been fortunate to secure generous sponsorship of Hamilton Island, Audi 
Australia, Gill, Ronstan and FSE Robline. 
 
A new Strategic Plan was developed and adopted by the Federal Assembly in early 2005 and took effect 
from 1 July 2005.  This report details the activities of Yachting Australia in the 2005-2006 year and 
comments on the progress made during the year on the strategic priorities set out in the new Strategic 
Plan. 
 
KRA 1 – PARTICIPATION  
 
Membership – The following tables summarise State by State the number of Silver and Youth members 
for the 2005-2006 year. 
 

SILVER MEMBERS  
MYA 2003 2004 2005 2006 % change 
North Territory 584 521 547 260 -52% 
Queensland 6814 6993 7078 5678 -20% 
Tasmania 2525 2626 2641 2749 4% 
Victoria 9483 9449 9827 10179 4% 
ACT 507 492 488 497 2% 
NSW 11175 10879 10766 10032 -7% 
WA 3218 4205 4362 4452 2% 
SA 2158 2222 2055 2007 -2% 
Totals 36464 37387 37677 35854 -5% 
      
YOUTH MEMBERS 
MYA 2003 2004 2005 2006 % change 
North Territory 97 89 96 55 -43% 
Queensland 878 977 978 1006 3% 
Tasmania 444 469 436 461 6% 
Victoria 1750 1987 2008 1975 -2% 
ACT 161 172 137 149 9% 
NSW 2641 2560 2472 2260 -9% 
WA 795 934 1065 1037 -3% 
SA 705 607 472 488 3% 
Totals 7471 7795 7637 7431 -3% 

 
OnBoard – Funding for the OnBoard program from the Australian Sports Commission was curtailed 
early in the 2005-2006 year.  Yachting Australia has retained use of the IT based registration system for 
MYAs and Clubs to attract new members to the sport.   
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Discussions have been held with the MYAs on the types of services which could be made available by 
Yachting Australia to support participation focused initiatives such as Go Sailing and Try Sailing Days.  
The Federal Assembly meeting in April agreed that the MYAs should take the lead in this area. 
 
MyClub – Additional MyClub features were completed which significantly improved the functionality and 
usefulness of the system.  Yachting Australia and its IT provider BvIT were recognised by the Australian 
Sports Commission at the 2006 Ausport Awards and were recipients of the National Sporting 
Organisation Community Award for the MyClub system.   

 
MYA Percentage using 

MyClub 
Total  

Affiliated Clubs 
Number using 

MyClub 
NT 100% 4 4 
VIC 88% 90 80 
QLD 72% 61 44 
TAS 68% 25 17 
ACT 66% 6 4 
NSW 57% 128 73 
WA 55% 36 20 
SA 52% 44 23 

 
MySailor - Members have continued to be provided with their own user ID and password as part of the 
Yachting Australia membership arrangements.  Individual members can then log on to MySailor, check 
or amend their contact details; view the qualifications that Yachting Australia have recorded for them; 
see what courses are being run by their training centres; complete their own online log; indicate any 
special interest groups; change the password that has been issued to them; indicate their 
communication preferences and place an advert in the classified ad area.   
 
MyClass – A similar system to the MyClub tool was released for use by National Class Associations as 
part of their annual affiliation for the 2006-2007 year. 
 
KRA 2 – TRAINING 
 
National Training Schemes – The 2005-2006 year has been a year of consolidation for Training, 
following the adoption of significant changes in the previous year.  The Safety and Sea Survival Course 
has been reviewed and a program of review for the remaining Schemes adopted. 
 
MyCentre - All financial Yachting Australia Training Centres continue to have access to the MyCentre 
system and can promote their facilities and courses, enrol students at their centre, mark results and 
maintain records allowing ongoing communication with those that have attended a course or program at 
the Centre. 
 
Certificates of Successful Course Completion – These certificates have been developed allowing a 
YATC to give out certificates at the completion of a course of instruction.  These certificates are linked 
to records on the database facilitating accurate data about training, students gaining nationally 
recognised certificates and YATCs not having to manually enter data on MyCentre but still have access 
to the information relevant to their YATC.  This has been seen as a positive move to encourage YATCs 
with concerns regarding MyCentre to ease them into using the database and enjoying the benefits.  A 
trial will be conducted in NSW with some courses from the National Yacht Cruising Scheme, until July 
07 prior to national rollout.  It is anticipated that as schemes are reviewed this method of certificate 
distribution will be introduced. 
 
Instructor Training – Following development of the course material a pilot training program for 
instructors was delivered in Victoria and is now being rolled out nationally.  The instructor training 
program gained National Coach Accreditation Scheme endorsement through the Sports Commission.  
An Assistant Instructors Course was also developed.  Similar to the Instructor Training Course, this 
course applies to all of the Training Schemes with the intention being that more will enter the sphere of 
instructing though more accessible pathways now available.  A currency policy for YA Instructors was 
also developed and accepted.  This is one of the steps toward the quality assurance that is required 
when YA applies to become an RTO. 
 

Annual Report 2005 - 2006 
 

Page 10 
 



US Sailing – Yachting Australia entered into a licence agreement with US Sailing in order to adapt their 
Training Series publications for the Australian market.  The first two publications “Introductory Keelboat” 
and “Start Sailing Right” were released in March 2006 with the remaining publications in the Series to 
become available during the 2006-2007 year.  Our thanks go to Editor Jeff Toghill and Publisher 
Lyndsay Brown for the assistance. 
 
Sea Safety and Survival – During the year Instructor resources were reviewed, updated and 
developed as required.  SSSC Instructors now have comprehensive session plan notes, and linked 
resources to assist in a standard delivery of the course.  As part of the review of this course a Re-
validation Course was also developed.  This re-validation recognises the current skills and knowledge of 
those who hold a current SSSC and who are regular offshore sailors.  The Re-validation Course is an 8 
hour course as distinct from the full course and meets the same ISAF requirements as the full Yachting 
Australia SSSC course. 
 
International recognition – Following extensive discussions Yachting Australia signed an in principle 
agreement with the Royal Yachting Association (RYA) regarding the delivery of Training in Australia.  
The agreement will see the two organisations cooperating to offer qualifications in Australia endorsed 
by the UK Maritime and Coastguard Agency at Coastal Skipper and Yachtmaster levels. This is the 
same qualification issued by RYA Centres around the world and will be offered to the same standard 
and carries the same international recognition.  This agreement opens an exciting chapter for Yachting 
Australia Training as these qualifications will be available through Yachting Australia Training Centres 
using existing instructors. A Yachting Australia/RYA qualified examiner will oversee each examination 
and successful students will receive a joint Yachting Australia/RYA qualification. 
 
KRA 3: SPORT DEVELOPMENT 
 
Sailability and Project CONNECT – A successful classification course was held in Perth in January 
2006 and was attended by 5 people from Australia and New Zealand, along with two other 
internationals.  The Sailability Committee continued to be supported by Yachting Australia.  
 
Officiating Review – After several years of discussions Yachting Australia commissioned a review of 
the national officiating program.  An independent panel chaired by Peter Rattray QC was established in 
early 2006 and embarked on an extensive consultation and research process.  The report was 
presented to the Yachting Australia Board in August 2006. 
 
Club Coach – The Yachting Australia Level 1 and 2 courses gained National Coach Accreditation 
Scheme endorsement and a pilot Level 2 club coach course was organised in both NSW and Victoria. 
 
Youth Development – The Youth Committee completed the development of a National Youth 
Development Plan.  Key features of the Plan involve the development of state youth high performance 
programs, club youth sailing programs, schools team racing and youth match racing initiatives and the 
establishment of a national youth coach position as well as the continuation of the existing ISAF Youth 
Worlds Team and Australian Youth Championship initiatives. 
 
KRA 4: HIGH PERFORMANCE 
 
Australian Sailing Team  - In March 2006 Yachting Australia launched the Australian Sailing Team as 
the official national representative sailing team comprising the best Olympic Class sailors in the country.  
Selected annually, athletes qualify for inclusion in the team by finishing in the top ten at an Olympic 
Class World Championship, or are identified as having the potential to do so within a two-year period.  
Concurrently, with the launch of the Team and brand, significant progress was made with the generation 
of added revenue.  The Australian Sailing Team Patrons Club was launched and negotiations have 
advanced successfully with a series of commercial partners including Gill, Ronstan, Hamilton Island and 
Audi.  In addition, Yachting Australia has attracted nine Patrons who have committed financial resources 
and their personal energies and expertise to helping the Team succeed on the journey to the 2008 
Olympic Games.  The Patrons involved are as follows: 
 

• Bob Oatley • Lisa Hill 
• Sandy Oatley • Simon McKeon 
• Richard Perini • John Calvert-Jones 
• Martin Hill • Marcus Blackmore 
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One Patron has asked not to be identified. 
 
Members of the Australian Sailing Team for 2006 were: 
 

Athlete State Class 
Nathan Wilmot NSW 470 – M 
Malcolm Page NSW 470 – M 
Mat Belcher QLD 470 – M 
Nick Behrens TAS / QLD 470 – M 
Elise Rechichi WA 470 – W 
Tessa Parkinson WA 470 – W 
Josh Beaver NSW Finn 
Michael Blackburn NSW Laser 
Brendan Casey QLD Laser 
Tom Slingsby NSW Laser 
Sarah Blanck VIC Laser Radial 
Krystal Weir VIC Laser Radial 
Belinda Stowell WA RS-X 
Jessica Crisp NSW (US based) RS-X 
Allison Shreeve NSW RS-X 
Iain Murray NSW Star 
Andrew Palfrey NSW Star 
Darren Bundock NSW Tornado 
Glenn Ashby VIC Tornado 
Nicky Bethwaite NSW Yngling 
Karyn Gojnich NSW Yngling 
Helen Impey NSW Yngling 

 
Top 3 finishes by members of the Australian Sailing Team or Australian Sailing Development Squad in 
the 2005 – 2006 year were: 
 

Event Class Athlete Place 
Worlds 2005 
 

470 Nathan Wilmot 
Malcolm Page 

1st  

    
Europeans 2005 Boards 

(non-
Olympic) 

Allison Shreeve 1st 

Princess Sofia Trophy, Palma Tornado Darren Bundock 
Glenn Ashby 

1st 

Semaine Olympique Francaise, 
Hyeres 2006 

Laser Tom Slingsby 1st 

ISAF World Sailing Games 2006 Laser Tom Slingsby 1st 
ISAF World Sailing Games 2006 470 Nathan Wilmot 

Malcolm Page 
1st 

ISAF World Sailing Games 2006 470 Elise Rechichi 
Tessa Parkinson 

2nd 

ISAF World Sailing Games 2006 Laser 
Radial 

Sarah Blanck 3rd 

ISAF World Sailing Games 2006 Tornado Darren Bundock 
Glenn Ashby 

1st 

Spa Regatta, Holland 2006 470 Mathew Belcher 
Nick Behrens 

3rd 

Spa Regatta, Holland 2006 Laser Tom Slingsby 1st 
Spa Regatta, Holland 2006 Tornado Darren Bundock 

Glenn Ashby 
2nd 

Laser Asia Pacific 
Championships 2006 

Laser Michael Blackburn 1st 
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Kiel Week 2006 470 Mathew Belcher 
Nick Behrens 

1st 

Kiel Week 2006 470 Elise Rechichi 
Tessa Parkinson 

1st 

Kiel Week 2006 470 Lauren Jefferies 
Rike Ziegelmayer 

2nd 

Kiel Week 2006 Laser Michael Blackburn 3rd 
Kiel Week 2006 Tornado Darren Bundock 

Glenn Ashby 
1st 

 
Australian Institute of Sport – A strategic priority of the Gold Medal Plan was the development of a 
closer working relationship with the Australian Institute of Sport.  The Australian Sailing Team duels as 
the AIS Sailing Team and will benefit in due course from the development of the Australian Institute of 
Sport’s base in Europe.  With the appointment of some key senior personnel to manage the program 
Yachting Australia is well positioned to benefit from greater access to the Australian Institute of Sport’s 
sport science and technology expertise. 
 
State High Performance Programs (SHHP) – Joint Venture programs continued to operate in Western 
Australia in conjunction with the Western Australia Institute of Sport (WAIS), Yachting WA and Royal 
Freshwater Bay Yacht Club with Belinda Stowell as the Program Coach. The NSW Institute of Sport 
(NSWIS) continued their generous support for the NSW SHPP with Erik Stibbe as Program Coordinator 
and launching a Paralympic Development Program as part of the NSWIS sailing program. 
 
The South Australian Sports Institute (SASI) also continued their support for a program in South 
Australia with Brendan Todd operating as Program Coach. Unfortunately, we were unsuccessful in 
securing greater support from Victorian Institute of Sport for the Victorian SHPP, although in conjunction 
with Yachting Victoria the program continues to provide support to youth and senior high performance 
athletes through Program Coach Bunny Warren.  
 
The Tasmania and NT programs are serviced by visiting coaches and discussions continue with 
Yachting Queensland and the Queensland Academy of Sport regarding appropriate support for the 
Australian/AIS Sailing Team athletes based in Queensland. 
 
Australian Youth Team – A full team of 10 athletes attended the 2005 ISAF World Youth Sailing 
Championship in Busan, Korea; 14th – 23rd July, 2005.  The Team’s results were: 
 

Athlete Class Place 
Evan Walker 
Kyle Langford 

Hobie 16 (Open Multihull) 1st 

Emma Flukes 
Stephanie Flukes 

420 Girls 6th 

Steven Thomas 
Tim Rechichi 

420 Boys 9th 

Corey Plant Mistral Boys 12th 
Alisha Kawalla Mistral Girls 14th 
Warwick Hill Laser Boys 19th 
Samantha England Laser Radial Girls 22nd 

 
KRA 5: COMPETITION 
 
Yachting Australia Events – Six Yachting Australia owned events were held during the period. The 
venues, dates and winners are provided below. Full details and results can be found on the Yachting 
Australia website.  
 

2005 Australian Schools Team Racing Championship 
• Venue: Royal Freshwater Bay Yacht Club 
• 4th – 9th July, 2005 
• Winner: Hutchins School, Tasmania 
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2005 Australian Team Racing Championship 
• Venue: Royal Yacht Club of Tasmania and Sandy Bay Sailing Club 
• 22nd – 25th April, 2005 
• Winner: RYCT One 

 
2005 Australian Youth Match Racing Championship 
• Venue: Sandringham Yacht Club, Victoria 
• 17th – 20th September, 2005 
• Winner: RPAYC, Sydney 

 
2005 Australian Women’s Match Racing Championship 
• Venue: Cruising Yacht Club of Australia, NSW 
• 22nd – 25th September, 2005 
• Winner: RPAYC, Sydney 

 
2005 Australian Match Racing Championship 
• Venue: Royal Prince Alfred Yacht Club, NSW 
• 8th – 11th September 2005 
• Winner: Royal Sydney Yacht Squadron, NSW 

 
2006 Australian Youth Championships 
• Mooloolaba Yacht Club, Queensland 
• 6th – 10th January 2006 

 
EVENT WINNERS 
Laser Radial Boys: • Event Winner: Colin Cheng (SIN) 

• Australian Winner: Matthew Brown (NSW) 
Laser Radial Girls:  • Event Winner: Cushla Hume-Merry (NZL) 

• Australian Winner: Gabrielle King (NSW) 
Laser: • Event Winner: Max Andrews (NZL) 

• Australian Winner: Jye Murray (NSW) 
420 Boys:  • Event & Australian Winner: Samuel Kivell & Max Taylor (VIC) 
420 Girls: • Event Winner: Sarah Tan & Tze Ting Lim (SIN) 

• Australian Winner: Belinda Kerl & Chelsea Hall (WA) 
420 Mixed • Event & Australian Winner: Kerin Callard & Brendan Effeney 
29er Boys • Event & Australian Winner: Mathew Vandervoort & Ethan Cornford 
29er Girls • Event & Australian Winner: Hannah Nattrass & Michelle Muller 
Hobiecat • Event & Australian Winner: Jason Waterhouse & Jeremy Roberts 
Sailboard: • Event & Australian Winner: James Levy  

 
Australian Offshore Championship 
• Not held during the period 

 
Event Coordination – A meeting of the key Olympic Class event organisers was held in order to 
coordinate scheduling and assist with logistics and promotion.  The Sail Down Under website has been 
established to improve the availability of information on the various World Championships scheduled to 
be held in Australia in 2007 and 2008. 
 
Offshore Rating Certificates – The increase in the number of boats rating under IRC continued during 
the year and the number of IMS certificates further decreased.  
 

IMS IRC State 
2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 2002-03 2003-04 2004-05 2005-06 

NSW 107 92 68 32 157 182 200 228 
VIC 17 14 10 5 69 93 113 120 
QLD 1 3 3 0 41 39 52 50 
SA 4 6 1 1 27 22 39 39 
WA 0 0 1 0 53 53 51 57 
NT 0 0 5 0 1 1 1 0 
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TAS 13 13 0 2 15 10 27 24 
 142 128 88 40 363 400 483 518 

 
Note: The data detailed above relates to the period 1 May 2005 to 30 April 2006.  
 
International & Recognised Classes – Funding for crews in the International & Recognised Classes 
was again offered with grants totalling $35,000 provided to 29 crews. 
 
KRA 6 – COMMERCIAL OPERATIONS 
 
Annual Yachting Awards – The 2006 Australian Yachting Awards were held in conjunction with the 
United Kingdom Sailing Academy and coincided with the return to Sydney of Sir Francis Chichester’s 
legendary yacht, Gipsy Moth IV.  Our guest of honor for the evening was Her Royal Highness The 
Princess Royal, Patron of the UKSA. 
 
The Royal Gala Dinner was held at Doltone House in Sydney and attended by nearly 270 people 
including the Governor of NSW, the Federal Senator for NSW, the British High Commissioner, the NSW 
Minister for Sport and Recreation, the AOC President, MYA Presidents, Club Commodores, corporate 
guests and various friends of Yachting Australia.  The evening was a wonderful celebration of 
excellence and achievement in sailing and significantly improved the prestige and status of the Awards 
Dinner which we hope to maintain in the years to come. 
 
I would like to again thank our illustrious voting academy for their time and deliberations in considering 
the nominations received for the Awards. They were Vanessa Dudley, Sir James Hardy, Tom King, Matt 
Allen, Nick Hutton and Michael McLean. The finalists and winners are listed at Attachment 5. 
 
E-newsletters - Nautical News continued to be published each month during the period.  The e-mail 
based newsletter was distributed to over 17,500 people each month.  

 
Media Relations – Yachting Australia continued to be active in generating media stories on its activities 
and the achievements of its athletes and teams.  Unfortunately, in the absence of a media partner and a 
small communications budget our ability to achieve consistent cut through was compromised.  The 
Board have identified this area as a strategic priority for the 2006-2007 year and every effort will be 
made to improve the profile of the sport particularly as we continue the run into the 2008 Olympic 
Games. 

 
Yachting Australia Website – The website continues to be used as a key communications mechanism 
for Yachting Australia and is regularly updated with news stories, key information for members and 
details on upcoming and past events and our various programs and initiatives.  
 
Websites - All MYAs, with the exception of the Northern Territory, have websites developed and hosted 
by Yachting Australia.  MYA staff manage these sites, providing local content with national and 
international information provided as part of the framework.   

 
The MyWebsite service provides a cost effective system for hosting and developing websites to all 
affiliated organisations.    
 
Licensing – Yachting Australia has entered into a partnership agreement with Innovative Marketing 
Solutions (IMS) to establish and manage a licensing program for the sport.  Once fully operational we 
anticipate several exciting initiatives being implemented for the benefit of members and the sailing 
public. 
 
Funding – Yachting Australia continued to receive significant funding support from the Australian Sports 
Commission and the Australian Institute of Sport.  In addition, Yachting Australia received targeted grant 
funding from the Australian Olympic Committee and the Australian Paralympic Committee. 

 
KRA 7 – MANAGEMENT AND GOVERNANCE 
 
Federal Assembly – The Federal Assembly met twice during the year. See Attachment 1 for details of 
timing and representatives.  
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Board – The Yachting Australia Board met on no less than 7 occasions. Details of attendances are 
provided at Attachment 2.  
  
National Committees – Each of the National Committees met at least once during the year with a full 
schedule of sessions held in late April in conjunction with the Federal Assembly meeting. 
 
Representation – Yachting Australia continues to represent the interests of yachting at national level.  
During the period the CEO attended meetings of the Australian Maritime Safety Authority (AMSA) 
Advisory Committee, Australian Search and Rescue (AusSAR) Consultative Council, and the National 
Marine Safety Committee (NMSC Industry Advisory Committee).   
 
Tony Mooney represented Yachting Australia at the Australian Search and Rescue (AusSAR) 
Consultative Council and Fiona Medwin represented the sport at the Australia and New Zealand Safe 
Boating Education Group (ANZSBEG). 
 
Yachting Australia continued to be well represented at an international level by Executive Board Member 
David Kellett and Council Member and Racing Rules Committee Chairman David Tillett.  A full list of 
delegates who involved with the ISAF Committees is provided at Attachment 4.   
 
Staffing – A table showing the staff employed at Yachting Australia at 30 June 2006 is attached as 
Attachment 3.  
 
Finance – The audited financial statements for Yachting Australia for the 12-month period to 30 June 
2006 are attached as Attachment 6. 
 
CONCLUSIONS 
 
Having agreed the services that should be provided by Yachting Australia through a comprehensive 
Strategic Planning process, the year has seen a protracted debate over the way in which Yachting 
Australia should be funded by its member state organisations to enable it to deliver the services agreed.  
The outcome of this debate and particularly how the value proposition is put to member clubs and the 
broader sailing community, is the key issue for us as we move forward.  The Federation has an 
opportunity to take a major step ahead but can only do this with a truly national focus with all the parts 
working together to achieve our agreed objectives. 
 
Finally, may I take this opportunity to thank the Board of Yachting Australia, and in particular President 
Andrew Plympton, for the value added during the year.   
 
 
 
Phil Jones 
CEO 
Yachting Australia 
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 ATTACHMENT 1 
 
MYA Presidents and Federal Assembly Meetings 
 
July 2005 – June 2006 

 
MYA Representative Federal 

Assembly 
AGM Federal 

Assembly 
  7 Aug 2005 14 Oct 2005 30 April 2006 

YQ     
 Chris White D D - 
 Dayle Smith - - D 
 Odile Anderson O - O 
YNSW     
 Wal Wardle D D - 
 Lindsay Brown - O D 
 Stephen Leahy - - O 
 Brian Tyquin - - O 
 Roger Hickman - - O 
YNT     
 Gary Martin D - D 
 Matt O’Brien Punch O D - 
YSA     
 Allan Walters D D D 
 Bob Heywood O - O 
 John Woollatt O O O 
 John Johnston - - O 
YT     
 Nick Hutton D D D 
 Bob Silberberg O - O 
YV     
 John Burgess D D D 
 Ross Kilborn O O O 
YWA     
 Rupert Leslie D - - 
 Tony Claydon O O O 
 Alan Tough O D D 
YACT     
 Don McMichael D D - 
 Peter Russell O - D 
 David Kent - - O 

 
Key: 
 
D = Delegate 
O = Observer 
- = Did not attend 
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ATTACHMENT 2 
 
Board Meetings Venues and Attendance - July 2005 – June 2006  
 

 2005 2006 
        
MONTH July August October December February March April 
DATE 1 5 14 9 3 20 28 
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y 
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Andrew 
Plympton 

       

John 
Allanson1 

x x  --- --- --- --- 

Fred Bevis        

Adrienne 
Cahalan2 

x x x    x 

John   
Flower 

       

David 
Kellett2 

    x   

Tom King2  x   x   

Rupert 
Leslie3 

--- ---      

Wally 
Rantanen 

       

David Tillett4 

(ex-officio) 
x x x x   x 

Dean 
McAullay5 

--- --- --- ---  --- --- 

 
Key:   attended meeting  x  did not attend meeting  ---  Did not attend 
 
 
Notes:  
 
1. Term ended as a Director 
2. Independent Board Member 
3. Elected as a Director 14 October 2005 and attended October meeting as Board member elect 
4. Attends Board Meetings as ISAF Councillor at the invitation of the President 
5. Attended meeting as representative of the Athletes Committee in the absence of Tom King 
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ATTACHMENT 3 
 
Key Yachting Australia personnel as at 30 June 2006  

 
POSITION NAME COMMENCED 

Business Services   
Chief Executive Phil Jones January 1997 
Administration Manager Alastair Snell July 2005 
Marketing Services Coordinator Lara Watts June 2006 
Finance Coordinator Ellen Yang July 2003 
Administration Services Coordinator Peta Thomson November 2005 
Special Projects Assistant Helen Wagschall March 2005 
Olympic & Paralympic Program   
Olympic Sailing Director # Michael Jones March 2006 
Olympic Sailing Manager # Rob Brown March 2006 
Olympic Program - Senior Coordinator Katie Culbert January 2001 
Olympic & Paralympic Program Assistant  Sarina O’Brien March 2006 
Technical Services Coordinator Lea Sitja February 2006 
Sport Science/Sports Medicine Coordinator # Donna Jones March 2006 
Head Coach Victor Kovalenko January 1997 
Australian Sailing Team Coach Evgeniy Braslavets December 2005 
Australian Sailing Team Coach # Tytus Konarzewski April 2006 
Australian Sailing Team Coach Arthur Brett December 2005 
Australian Sailing Team Coach # Mike Fletcher December 2005 
Paralympic Program Coach Coordinator # Greg Omay December 2005 
South Australia State Institute Coach Brendan Todd January 2004 
Victoria State High Performance Program 
Coach  

Ian ‘Bunny’ Warren January 2004 

Sport Services   
Sport Services Manager Glen Stanaway May 2006 
Sport Services Coordinator - Development Carly Hargraves March 2001 
Sport Services Coordinator – High 
Performance 

Natalie Francis August 2004 

Sport Services Coordinator- Technical Vacant - 
Sport Services Assistant Tatiana Kovalenko March 2002 
Special Projects Tracey Johnstone May 2006 
Techincal Consultant Tony Mooney  
Training   
National Training Manager Fiona Medwin January 2005 
Training Administration Assistant Kate Cooper August 2005 

 
Key: 
 
#  = Contractor 
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ATTACHMENT 4 
 

ISAF, ISAF COMMITTEE DELEGATES and ISAF FORUMS 
 

COMMITTEE DELEGATE 

Council David Tillett 

Executive David Kellett 

• Coaches Commission None 

• International Regulations Commission None 

• Medical Commission Stephen Wilson 

• Sailor Classification Commission None 

Audit  None 

Constitution None 

Equipment Darren Dunkley-Smith 

Mark Pryke 

• Class Rule Sub-Committee David Brookes 

• Equipment Control Sub-Committee Barry Johnson 

David Lyons 

Events Phil Jones 

• Sail Rankings Sub Committee Darren Dunkley-Smith 

• Team Racing Sub-Committee None 

• Youth World Championships Sub-Committee Sue Thompson 

ISAF Classes David Brookes 

Darren Dunkley-Smith 

Match Racing None 

• Match Race Rankings Sub-Committee None 

Offshore David Lyons 

• Empirical Handicap Sub-Committee None 

• Oceanic Sub-Committee None 

• Offshore Training Advisory Panel Tony Mooney 

• Special Regulations Sub-Committee None 

Race Officials None 

• International Judges Sub-Committee None 

• International Measures Sub-Committee None 

• International Umpires Sub-Committee None 

• Race Management Sub-Committee Mark Pryke 

Racing Rules David Tillett 

Regional Games Kevin Wood 

Windsurfing Phil Jones 

Women’s Sailing None 

Youth and Development Sue Thompson 

Review Board David Tillett 

Women's Forum Sue Thompson 
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ATTACHMENT 5 
 
2006 AUSTRALIAN YACHTING AWARDS – WINNERS AND FINALISTS 

 
FEMALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - WINNER 
 
Allison Shreeve (NSW) 
Allison has won virtually every Formula windsurfing regatta she contested during the year, beating 
the current European champion from Great Britain and the four-time world champion from Poland 
to take the Formula World Championship crown in December.  Allison has been ranked number 1 
in the world of Formula windsurfing and finished first at the International Speed Grand Prix and 
Formula European Championships.  In November 2005 Allison broke the A Class World Speed 
Record. 
 
FEMALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - FINALISTS 
 
Nicky Bethwaite (NSW) Karyn Gojnich (NSW) & Helen Impey (NSW) 
Nicola Bethwaite, Karyn Gojnich and Helen Impey are all members of the Australian Sailing Team 
and compete together as the Aussie Angels.  In 2005 Nicola, Karen and Helen finished fourth at 
the Yngling World Championships in Austria. 
 
Jacqui Bonnitcha (NSW) 
In July 2005 Jacqui became the first female to win the Open 29er International Class World 
Championships in a fleet of 78, mostly male competitors with representatives from 12 countries 
and 6 continents.  Jacqui has successfully qualified Noakes Youth to be part of the Australian 
team to contest the JJ Giltinan Trophy, the world Championship for 18 Footers.  Having never 
skippered a large keel boat before this season, Jacqui filled the role of assistant skipper on AAPT 
which took line honours in the CYCA’s Bird Island race and again on the 80 foot AAPT II in her 
first Rolex Sydney Hobart Race. 
 
Lyndall Patterson (QLD)  
Lyndall Patterson has been sailing since the 1960s and started sailing Masters in 1999. Lyndall 
first won the title of Laser Worlds Women's Master in 2001 in Ireland and had repeat victories in 
2003 and 2004. In October 2005 Lyndall won the title again at the Laser Worlds in Brazil.  She 
has been a consistent performer and her main competition now comes from sailing against the 
men’s laser fleet.   
 
Elise Rechichi (WA) & Tessa Parkinson (WA) 
Elise and Tessa were crowned 2004 ISAF World Youth Champions for the double handed 420. In 
their first year after youth competition they have achieved commendable results at the various 
regattas including Kiel Week, the Holland Regatta and the European Championship and were 
named in the Australian Sailing Team in March 2006.  Elise and Tessa finished 10th at the 2005 
470 World Championships in San Francisco and were named Young Australian Team of the Year 
at the Australian Sports Awards last year. 
 
MALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - WINNER 
 
James Spithill (NSW) 
James has displayed quite a remarkable versatility in a variety of boats from the 24s to IACC in 
both fleet and match disciplines. Between June 2005 and March 2006 James finished first at the 
following events: Louis Vuitton Act 5 Fleet Racing, Heat La Sfida Match Trieste, Bermuda Gold 
Cup ISAF Grade 1, Melges 24 Atlantic Coast Championships, the Melges 24 World 
Championships and the ISAF Grade 1 Brasil Sailing Cup.  His leading performance during the 
year was victory at the ISAF World Championship of Match Racing in September 2005.   
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MALE SAILOR OF THE YEAR - FINALISTS 
 
Mark Bethwaite (NSW) 
Mark won the Grand Master division (55-64 years) of the Laser Masters World Championship for 
the third consecutive time in 2005.  After nine races he had recorded seven firsts and two seconds 
and did not need to contest the final day.  This victory follows his previous success in 2000 when 
he was crowned Masters' (45-54 years) World Champion, and in 1996 and 1997 when he was 
runner up and in 1993 and 1994 when he finished third. 
 
Darren Bundock (NSW) & Glenn Ashby (VIC) 
Darren and Glenn have been proud members of the Australian F18 Catamaran Association for 
several years and in March 2006 were selected in the 2006 Australian Sailing Team.  In July 2005 
Darren and Glenn won the Formula 18 world championships in the Netherlands.  This victory 
followed their success at the 2004 event in Italy.  Throughout the year Darren and Glenn sailed 
other catamaran classes including the Tornado and A-Class. 
 
Peter Gilmour (WA) 
Peter has been a formidable opponent on the match racing circuit for many years, having raced 
with five America’s Cup syndicates and achieved three ISAF World Championship titles.  In the 
2005/06 period Peter claimed victory in three consecutive events. The first win was at Match Race 
Germany in May, then in Croatia wining his fifth ACI H1 Match Race title, before victory at the 
Swedish Match Cup which he won for the sixth time in his career.  Peter’s consistent performance 
saw him take the coveted top spot on the ISAF World Match Race Ranking on 22 June 2005. 
 
Nathan Wilmot (NSW) & Malcolm Page (NSW) 
In 2005 Wilmot and Page made history by becoming the first team in 22 years to win two 
consecutive men’s Olympic 470 class World Championships. They were also the first team to ever 
secure the championship with a day to spare.  Nathan and Malcolm also won the 2006 Sail 
Melbourne 470 Division and the International 470 National Championships.  Later in the season 
Nathan and Malcolm competed in the Audi Sydney 38 National Championships where they sailed 
on separate boats and finished 1st and 2nd overalI. 
 
SAILOR OF THE YEAR WITH A DISABILITY - WINNER 
 
Paul Borg (VIC) & Don Scott (NSW)  
As helmsman Paul won the International Match Racing Championships for Blind People in Italy in 
May 2005 sailing with Don as sheet hand.  Don has competed in Blind sailing events over the past 
3 years and helped to win a variety of events including the Homerus Blind Sailing Event in May 
2005 and the NSW State 2.3 Titles.  In January Paul won the Access 303 (ISAF Recognised 
Class) open division on the Australian Access Class Championships in Melbourne sailing solo in a 
fleet of sighted competitors. 
 
SAILOR OF THE YEAR WITH A DISABILITY - FINALISTS 
 
Lindsay Dalmon (NSW) 
Lindsay performed successfully throughout the 2005/06 season finishing sixth at the 2005 IFDS 
Single Person Dinghy Worlds & Sabaudia Cup International Championships.  In addition, Lindsay 
was second at the Australian Access Class International Championships and won the 2006 
Australian Access Class National Championships in the Liberty Servo Assisted Division. 
 
Jamie Dunross (WA), Colin Harrison (WA) & Graeme Martin (WA) 
Jamie and Colin were members of the 2004 Australian Paralympic Team and finished 5th in the 
Sonar Class at the Athens Paralympics.   At the 2006 IFDS World Championships the team 
finished a very creditable fourth after a late change in crew personnel. All three sailors contribute 
extensively to the Paralympic movement and Sailability by coaching and the strategic 
development of national sailing initiatives aimed at incorporating people with a disability into 
sailing. 
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Colin Johanson (VIC) 
Colin competes in the Access Liberty Division and in October 2005 finished second at the IFDS 
Single Person World Championships. Colin is actively involved with the Docklands Sailability Club 
and has been involved in testing the Liberty prototype. 
 
Kellyanne Oriel (NSW) 
Kellyanne has been a keen sailor for the past 6 years and has travelled to extensively throughout 
Australia in an effort to improve her skills.  In 2005 Kellyanne finished first in the Trans Tasman 
Games in Newcastle, second in the New South Wales State Titles and was victorious at the 
Australian Access Dinghy Titles.  Kellyanne is preparing to quality for the 2008 Paralympics in the 
UD18 class. 
 
YOUTH SAILOR OF THE YEAR - WINNER 
 
Evan Walker (NSW) & Kyle Langford (NSW) 
Evan and Kyle became the first Australians to win Gold in the Hobie 16 class at the ISAF World 
Youth Championships, with their victory in Korea in July 2005. The NSW teenagers are also the 
Australian and NSW Youth Champions in the same class.  They also proved their depth and 
diversity of skill, becoming the NSW Youth Match Racing Champions and finishing runners up in 
the Australian Youth Match Racing Championship.  
 
YOUTH SAILOR OF THE YEAR - FINALISTS 
 
Tom Burton (NSW) 
Tom commenced sailing in the International OK Dinghy class in 2004/05 and in 2005 won the 
Australian Junior OK Dinghy title and placed 24th in the open fleet.   In January 2006 Tom was 2nd 
in the OK Dinghy at Sail Melbourne and later went on to a repeat victory at the Australian Junior 
Championships and then won the World Title at the 2006 OK Dinghy World Championships at 
Belmont in February. 
 
Klade Hauschildt (QLD) 
Klade was the first junior sailor from the Noosa Yacht and Rowing Club that has ever won a major 
championship in the Sabot Class.   In 2005/06 Klade was victorious at the Australian National 
Laser 4.7 Championships, Sail Brisbane 4.7, the Queensland Laser Rivert Titles in the Youth 
Radial class, the Queensland State Youth Championships in the Radials, the Queensland State 
Laser Titles 4.7 and was 5th at the Australian Youth Championships in the Radials. 
 
Belinda Kerl (WA) & Chelsea Hall (WA) 
Belinda Kerl and Chelsea Hall are part of the Western Australian High Performance Sailing 
Program and have produced some outstanding performances in 2005/06.  Winning the 420 
National Championships in the Open Women Division qualified them to complete in the 2006 
Ladies World Championships to be held at Real Club Nautico De Gran Canaria Spain in July and 
the 2007 World Championships in New Zealand.  Victory at the 2006 Australian Youth 
Championships Double Handed division qualifies them for the 2006 Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF 
World Championships. 
 
Sam Kivell (VIC) & Max Taylor (VIC) 
Sam and Max compete together as part of the Victorian International 420 Association and 
achieved some outstanding results in 2005/06.  The year saw victories at the International 420 
Victorian State Championships, Youth Nationals and National Championships and also selection 
in the Australian team for the 2006 Volvo Youth Sailing ISAF World Championships. 
 
SERVICES TO YACHTING - AWARDEES 
 
John Kirkjian (NSW) 
John has contributed to the sport of yachting in a manner that is both exemplary and rare. In 
capacities of officiating committees and holding flag officer positions at clubs John has dedicated 
over 20 years of his life to voluntary service in what are often thankless and under appreciated 
roles. Currently John is chairman of the protest committees at both the CYCA and RSYS and 
chairs protests at number of other clubs when needed.  John is currently Chair of the National 
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Safety Committee and until recently represented the CYCA on the Yachting NSW Special 
Regulations Committee. 
 
Bill Joselin (NSW) 
Bill has had a life long commitment to sailing. As a youth he built and sailed his own VJ and later 
sailed in 16-foot skiffs. In the 1980s when windsurfing became a popular sport he became a 
successful and highly competitive board sailor on Windsurfer One Designs reaching Master status 
in State and National Regattas. In the late 1980s Bill realised that in order for the sport to develop 
further in NSW it needed consistent leadership, commitment, organisation and direction. He gave 
up racing and moved into various administrative roles in the NSW Boardsailing Association.  Bill 
has enthusiastically helped to establish policies and guidelines; encouraged the development of 
clubs, co-ordinated youth training and personally encouraged the involvement and participation in 
racing of board sailors throughout NSW.  Over the past 20 years Bill has been the driving force 
behind NSW windsurfing and is renowned as ‘Mr Windsurfing’. 
 
Lou Abrahams (VIC) 
Lou became a member of the Sandringham Yacht Club in 1964.  From 1965 onwards Lou has 
skippered his own boats in the Sydney to Hobart Yacht Race and has competed in 43 races, won 
overall twice with Challenge II in 1983 and Ultimate Challenge in 1989 and been a top three place 
getter on three occasions and recorded numerous divisional wins including the highly competitive 
Sydney 38 class. 
 
Lou has twice represented Australia in the Admiral’s Cup and in 1979 was the Team Manager.  
He has raced on four occasions in the Kenwood Cup and in 1981 with his boat Challenge II was a 
member of the Australian team that won this prestigious event sailed out of Hawaii. 
 
Throughout his sailing career Lou has been actively involved in making a significant contribution 
to the future of the sport.  This has included assisting young sailors to compete in championship 
events at National and International levels and providing the opportunity for many others to crew 
on his boat and experience top level racing. 
 
A previous member of the Royal Victorian Motor Yacht Club and Royal Brighton Yacht Club, Lou 
is a Past Commodore and Life Member of Sandringham Yacht Club; he was Club Person of the 
Year in 2003. In recognition of his commitment to sailing he was awarded in 2002 the 
Commonwealth Medal for Services to Sailing. 
 
MEDIA AWARD - AWARDEE 
 
Graeme Adam (NSW) 
Over the past 18 months Graeme Adam, in his public relations role has made a large contribution 
to sailing for persons with disabilities.   Graeme’s volunteer efforts have been of significant benefit 
to Sailability in NSW, across Australia and to the Australian Access Dinghy Class Association.  
Graeme has used every opportunity to promote competitive and recreational Access Dinghy 
sailing both from the perspective of sailing for people with disabilities as well as the concept for 
‘sailing for everyone’.   
 
Graeme has reported on every significant recent event, regularly informing sailing and disability 
organisations, websites, magazines, newsletters and industry leaders.  His coverage has included 
the launch of the Access Liberty, the Access UD 18 selection as the two person craft for the 2008 
Paralympic, Sailabration Day – celebrating 10 years of Sailability NSW and the Australian and 
International Access Dinghy Championships at Docklands in January 2006. 
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